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me—and I say this with deference becanse I
do not know much about the Lotteries Com-
mission—that this business has now been
going so long that the eommission rate might
in some cases be reduced, or at any rate
that there shonld be a maximum sum which
any one ageney or business can receive by
way of commission on sale of tickets. There
might be a certain commission up to a certain
figure, perhaps £100 & year, and the rate
might be 10 per cent. up to £100 a year and
thereafter 7% per cent. to 5 per ¢ent. I
would like to limit the total of the ¢ommission
payments received, and inerease the amounts
going to subseribers and charities,

Question put and passed.

Bill vead 2 second time.

In Committee, elc.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

House adjourned at G.12 p.m.

———— ———————
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 a.m.,
and read prevers.

QUESTIONS (3).
WIRE AND WIRE NETTING ACT.
Agricultural Bank Imterest Charge.

My, SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, What rate of interest is
charged by the Agrienltural Bank on moneys
advaneed to settlers under the Wire and
Wire Netting Aet? 2, If the settler is un-
able to meet hix interest payments when
due is that sum added to his total indebted-
ness on which interest, at the rate stated
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in answer to guestion No. 1, is charged?
or, 3, Is he charged a different rate of in-
terest on the unpaid interest, and if so, what
is the rate charged?

The MINISTER replied: 1, Wire netting
advances are dealt with under special agree-
raent with the Commonwealth. The agree-
ment provides that liability of the settler to
the State shall be discharged if the seftler
pays to the State half-yearly for 25 years:—
Sinking Fund contribution at the rate of 2
per cent. per annum of the amount of the
value of the wire or wire nefting supplied to
the settler and interest at the rate of 5 per
cent, for each £100 advanced over a period
of 25 years. 2, Five per cent. and 2 per cent.
for sinking fund are charged. If unable to
pay full amount, moneys received first go
towards liquidating interest charges. Col-
lections have heen insufficient from farmers
to the extent of £56,800 and these liabilities
to the Commonwenlth have been met from
General Revenue. Up to the end of October
we have written off scttlers’ aecounts
£49,867. 3, Total intcrest rate and 2 per
cent. sinking fund rate still apply on un-
paid balanees,

ITEALTH.

Venereal Disease Effeets, etc.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER asked the Min-
ister for Health: 1, Regarding the list of
discases tabled by him on the 27th August
Inst as direetly or indirectly traceable to
venereal disease, will he enumerate those
which are dircetly traceable to V.D.? 2, Are
medical praelitioners ohliged to report all
cases directly trnecuble to V.D.?2 3, Are
chemists allowed to sell drugs for the alleged
cure of V.D. and are they obliged to report
such sales, with names and addresses of the
purchasers? 4, If no reports are obtained
from medieal practitioners and chemists, by
what means can the department compute a
perceninge of those suffering directly or
indirectly from V.D.?

The MINISTER replied: 1, In the list
tabled on the Tth Aungust of diseases directly
or indirectly traceable to venercal disease,
the term “directly” referred to those condi-
tions which occur relatively early in the
disease or ns a complieation, and the term
“indirectly” referred to later and more re-
mote effects which ean be referred to pre-
existing venereal disease, and are known to
result therefrom. Some of these remote con-
ditions may arise also from eauses other than
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venereal discase, but those due to vencreal
disease may gencraily be determined by
pathological and bacteriological fests. 2,
Section 271 of the Act requires all cases of
actual venereal disease in an infections stage
to bhe reported, but the names and addresses
of patients are not stated. 3, (a) No.
{b) Xo. 4, The Department has not
attempted to compute any pereentage,

LIQUOR SUPPLIES.
<s te Shortage in Country.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : (without notice} asked
the Deputy Premier: Is he aware that in
country distriets hotelkeepers and the publie
are being penalised? For a period of a
week or 10 days, ended on the 3rd Decem-
ber, there was an absence of supplies of
spirits, wines and beer and, to a lesser
degree, cordials.

Mr. Cross: That applies to Perth.

My, J. H. SMITH: Porth gets its ration
every day, but country people have had to
go without supplies for six to ten days. Is
it possible for the Government to tnke action
in the matter? It seems to he a breach of
the licensing law, and this ridienlous state
of aflairs should be remedied.

The DEPUTY PREMIER replied: I am
not aware of this difficulty in the country
distriets. The question of the manufacture
and rationing of intoxieating liquors is en-
tively one for the Commonwealth, I do not
know whether country distriets have been
unduly prejodiced, but complaints have been
made all over the State about the rationing
of the supplies, If specific cases were put
up, the Gevernment eould make representa-
tions to the Commonwealth anthorities. The
State has no say whatever in the manunfac-
ture and rationing of intoxieating liguors.

AMr. Bovle: It i5 a matter for the Cus-
toms Department.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Yes. The
Government could make inquiries ahout
speeific eases but it has no power to deal
with the matter.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver and 1 enereal Case.

MRS, CARDELL-OLIVER: May I make
a personal explanation, Mr. Speaker? The
other day the Minister for Health replied
to a question I asked about a case of venereal
diseage in which the woman, Ars.
had to go 1o hospital.
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The Minister for Health: You need not
mention the pame.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The Minister
said that the woman had been moved from
her address. I do not for one moment wish
to impute that the Minister was aware of it,
but most of the statements were ineorreet.

The Minister for Health: Is this an ex-
planation or a veply to a statement made by
rme?

Mr. SPEAKER: I am trying to ascer-
{ain what it is.

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Subiaco will proceed.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The point is
I interviewed the woman, and I think that in
fairness, as the statement made by the Min-
ister appears in “Hansard,” I should be
permitted to say that most of the state-
ment is incorrect. The woman did not leave
her dwelling.

AMr. SPEAKER: This is not & personal
explanation. It is a reply to some statement
made by the Minister.

Mis. CARDELL-OLIVER: Would you
please tell me, Mr. Speaker, when I ean
bring the matter up?

Mr. SPEAKER: It might be hrought up
on the Estimates; but this is not a personal
explanation.

Point of Order,

A, Fox: T would like to know whether it
is possible for you, Mr., Speaker, to make an
order that the name of the lady mentioned
by the member for Subineo in connection
with a V.D. examination be not published
in “Hansard” or in the Press. Personally
I do not knaw the lady, but I do not think
her name should go either into “Hansard”
or the Press.

Mys, Cardell-Oliver: T have alveady asked
for that to be done.

Mr, Speaker: In veply to the member for
South Fremantle, the Speaker has no auth-
ority to censor anything, but as the member
for Subineo has signified her willingness to
have this name expunped from these records
T have already issued orders far that to he
done.

BILL—FIRE BRIGADES.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
(Council.
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BI1LL-—-BUSINESS NAMES.
In Commitiee.

Resumed from the 1st December. My
Marshall in the Chair; the Minister for Jus-
tice in charge of the Bill.

Clause 6—Registration under repealed Act
to be deemed registration under this Aet:

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reporied
on Clause 6, to which Hon, N. Keenan had
moved an amendment as follows:—

That in lines 9 and 10 the words ‘‘one year
from the commencement of this Act and uo
longer®’ be struek out and the weords ‘‘one
year ofter the coneclusion of the present war®!
inserted in licw.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I understond that
the Minister intends to aceept an amend-
ment to Clause 1—for which purpoese the
Bill wili have fo be recommitted—as a ve-
sult of whieh the measure will not he pro-
claimed until the beginning of 1944, In that
event, I do not propose to proceed with my
amendment.

Amendmeut, by leave, withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 7—agreed to.

Clanse 8—Signature and attestation of
statement regyuired for registration:

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I move
an amendment—

That in line 2 of Subelause (1) after the
word ‘‘signed?’ the words ¢‘if in Western Aus-
tralia’* he inscrted.

Amendment put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I move
an amendment —

That in line 3 of Subelause (1) after the
word ¢‘declarations’’ the words ‘‘and if elsc-
where than in Western Australin in the presence
of a person having authority to administer an
oath in the place where such statement is
signed’? be inscrted.

Amendment put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I move
an amendment—

That at the end of the proviso the following
paragraph be added:—

(iv.) Where an individual earryivg en
buginess under & business name or all the
menihers of a firm so catrying on business
ja or are absent from Western Australia,
the foregoing provisions of this scction
shall be deemed to be sufficiently complied
with if the saia statement be signed by
# person who has previcusly filed in the
office of the Registrar g statutory declara-
tion that he is duly autherised by and on
behalf of such individual or firm to carry
on the Lusiness of the individual or firm
in Western Australin.
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Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
mmended, agreed to.

Clauses 9 to 28, Title—agreed to.

Bill veported with amendments.

Recommittal.

On motion by the Minister for Justice,
Bill recommitted for the further considera-
tion of Clause 2.

In Commitiee.

My, Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Justice in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 2—Repeal:

Mr. MeDONALD: I am obliged to the
Minister for the comsideration he has given
to the representations made in Committee
as to allowing additional time before the
Bill comes into foree, owing to the disloea-
tion of husiness due to manpower restrie-
tions and other eauses. I have discussed
the matter with him, and T now move an
amendment—

That at the end of Subelause (2) of Clause 1
the following words be added:—‘and not ear-
lier than the first day of January, onc¢ thousand
ning hundred and forty-four.??

The CHATRMAN: Before the hon. mem-
ber proceeds T would point ont that a resolu-
tion was earried by the House for the re-
committal of this Bill to deal with Clause
2. The hon. member’s amendment deals
with Subelanse (2) of Clause 1. The Com-
mittec is eompletely out of arder in con-
sidering Clause 1. T shall have to report
lo the Speaker.

As to Procedure.

My, MARSHALL: T have to report, Mr.
Speaker, that there was apparently an
error in the resolution earried. The House
desived a recommittal of Clause 1, instead
of Clause 2, although the motion was for
the recommittal of the Jatter.

Further Recommittal,

On motion by the Minister for Justice,
Bill again recommitted for the further con-
sideration of Clauge 1.

In Committee.
Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Justice in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1—Short Title, commeneement:
Mr. MeDONALD: I move an amend-
menf—

That at the end of Subelause (2) the follow-
ing words be ndded:—‘and not earlier than
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the first day of January, one thousand nine
hundred and forty-four.’?
The result will be that the Act will not come
into foree for approximately 12 months and
by that lime we hope that conditions will be
more normal, and that firms will be in
a better position to comply with the pro-
visions of this measure.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
as amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with a further amend-
ment, and the reports adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1942-43.
In Committee of Supply.

DBebate resumed from the previons day;
My. Withers in the Chair.

Vote—Mines, £117,991
sidered) :

ME. MARSHALL (Murchison) {11.25]:
I do not propose to delay these Estimates,
but they contain one or two features to which
I wish to draw the Minister's attention be-
fore I join forees with him in being sorry
that the goldmining industry, whieh is the
major industry in our metalliferous mining,
is so depressed. I draw his attention to the
fact that numbers of men who have been
compulsorily taken from the goldmining in-
dustry for purposes other than to be ab-
sorbed in the various active Fighting Foreces
of the Commonwealth have not wyet been
covered by law. These men have been taken
from the industry and compelled to go to
other works and, although not actually en-
gaged in the fighiing, they are obliged to
render serviee to those who are. Jf these
men remain out of the industry for the speei-
fied period, and are not legally protected,
they will lose their rights to compeunsation.

(partly con-

I referred the matter some time ago to the
Minister and he assured me that he would go
into it with his expert officers. T have ne
doubt that he has, but now that his memory
has been refreshed I would like him again
to give consideration to it, because these men
were compelled to go from the industry and

if they are not actually in the Fighting

Forces they will lose their right to compen-
sation. The men who are in the services
will not lese their rights. I do not think
either the Minister or any other member of
this Committee would desire that that should
be the case, but that is what witl happen un-
less we take the necessary action to protect
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them, Some of them might have been in
the industry for a long time.

The Minister for Mines: This is under the
Mine Workers’ Relief Fuund?

Mr, MARSHALL: Yes.

The Minister for Mines: So long as they
are examined they are all right.

Mr. MARSHALL: Buat they cannot be.
Some are in the North-West and some T
believe, in Darwin.

The Minister for Mines: We discussed the
mutter this morning.

Mr. MARSHALL: I hope the Minister
will look into it again with a view to finding
out what is the cxact position of these men
and protecting them.

Hon. N. Keenan: How are those on aciive
serviee protected?

Mr. MARSHALL: We passed an Act to
eover them. The Minister was very prompt
in that regard. Many men have left the
mining indnstry and volunteered—in the
sgme way as men volunteered to join the
A.LF.—to enter into such work as could he
said to be war work in munition factories.
I am doubtful whether they would
lose their right to compensation. I hope the
Minister will give immediate consideration
to these aspeets. Time iz progressing and
I do not want to sce eomplications arise or
injustices done to these fellows. I agree
with the Minister that it is n tragie faetor,
particularly in the lives of those who have
been assoeinted with the pgoldfields, to oh-
serve the deeline in the goldmining industry
which has, to a large extenf, heen respon-
sible for the welfarc of this State.

We have at times heard many culogies
directed to the primary producers; but I
think the goldmining industry fostered the
rural industries. Tt brought into this conn-
try some of the greatest men the Common-
wealth has ever known.  They migrated
here from all nations. They were men of
ecourage, vision and determination. They
were self-reliant men and went forth with-
out any request for Government assistance
or inducement other than their own personal

initiative and amhbition. Some of them
have lived to serve the State well, They
made their mark, not only as pros-
pectors and miners but as politicians,

and helped in the progress of their adopted
country. But apart altogether from that
phase, let members contemplate the many
deeds of heroism nssociated with the develop-
ment of goldmining in this State. Some of
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the bravest deeds in history, many unre-
eorded, can be placed to the credit of some
of the old battlers who pioneered goldmin-
ing here. Some of them were almost unbe-
lievable in their heroism.

Let me cite just the instance of Bayley
and Ford. Let members econtemplate the
deeds of those two men who left the Kim-
berleys and, although I believe quite un-
tutored in the art of navigation or survey-
ing, were able to traverse vast stretches of
country, and on through what is now known
as Nannine to Sounthern Cross. In those
days the location of water supplies was eom-
pletely unknown to white men, and Bayley
and Ford had to travel through country
where the blacks were particularly hostile.
That was a wonderful performance, partien-
larly in those early days. That instance is
onc of dozens that could he cited. While
many survived their ordeals, others lost their
lives. Of those that survived quite a num.
ber have left their mark on the history of
the State. Some did not live to do well
for themselves, but some few received their
Just rveward. Western Australia has much
to thank the goldmining industry for, and
I helieve that the State may be in that posi-
tion again in the future. I have given close
study to the writings of orthodox econom-
ists in partienlar, who deal with the ques-
tion of what may or may not happen to gold
as a monetary nnit,

I am convineed that very mueh depends
on what people themselves will demand tfo
he the standard as ta whether gold will in
future play the prominent part as the basis
for the currency issue it has in the past.
If some of the authorities on this subjeect
ean convinee themselves that by an increase
in the aetuval price of gold it can still be
wsed as a monetary unit and the hasis for
the eurreney issue, something may yef hap-
pen in that regard that will make gold us
valnable in the future as it has heen in the
past. Up to a certain point, automatically
the gold standard worked well, hut on the
declaration of war in 1914 it vanished and
has never really been in existence sinee that
dste, althongh some people will argue that
it has. At least its imporianee has de-
chined, and for it has been substituted the
expansion of bank eredit and eontrolled
prices. Gold deteriorated as the basis For
currency isane, but it still holds an impor-
tant place in the international life of the
world hecanse of its aceeptabilily. All
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nations will accept it as a basis, and as a
unit of account it still holds the grandeur
it has possessed throughout history. I do
not desire to argue against it as being in-
dispensable ns an international unit of ae-
ecount; 1 adhere to the idea that there are
still sufficient individuals who will profit by
it and are influential enough to maintain it.
They will put up a very bhitter struggle to
retain gold as the basis of eurrency issue and
international adjustment. Having regard to
that phase, I believe that the goldmining in-
dustry will surely recover from its present
depressed condition.

Mr. North: Then we win both ways.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so. Of course,
one cannot say with any degree of confi-
dence what will actually happen, but I cer
tainly hope the future prospects will be
brighter. My views are fairly well-known.
They are inherent in me hecanse I have
studied this question from all angles and
have read hooks on the subject, particularly
those written by the orthodox students of
ceonomics. I am eonvineed that gold can
he dispenseil with without adverse effeets
on the countries that produce it. There is
a school of thought that belicves that so
much has heen paid for gold, partieularly
for the bullion that now rests in vaults at
Fort Kuox which is situated somewhere in
America, that the -amount paid for
it would make the dispensability of gold
ahsolutely impossible. All I can say to
that school of thought is that they know
very little about banking methods when
they attach that much importance to gold.
All the hanks did in conneetion with the
purchase of that gold was to furnish a
eheyue, which meant merely bank eredit.
Nat a single penny of legal tender was paid
Tor one grain of that gold. Think of the
position regarding the Russian interna-
tionul debt when during the Revolution
£900,000,000 worth of indchtedness was
repudiated with one sweep of the hand,
aud not a solitavy individual missed the
money heeanse it was merely bank credit
created by inserting a few figures in the
ledger. That is the position coneerning the
priee paid for gold. Nevertheless we must
not he umnindful of the fact that the in-
dustry has heen very beneficial to Western
Australia.  Speaking personally, it pro-
vided me with a very lucrative livelihood
for many vears, nnd it is to me most re-
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grettable that the industry is so vapidly on
the decline.

What the cutcome wiil be I cannot say,
but I want the Minister and the Commit-
tee to understand that on this topie ‘‘all
that glitters is not gold.”” In the produe-
tion of that commodity we have had to
pay & big price and have had to sacrifice
the lives of many men. Thousands of them
have spent their lasl days in anguish and
misery, due to the diseases peculiar to the
goldmining  industry. Thousands  have
been killed outright in the course of their
occupation on the mines. From that stand-
point, the industry has been costly to the
community, but nevertheless it has pro-
vided a reward for some associated with it.
It has been beneficinl to our public economy
and has improved to a degree the social
life of the community. One ean only rve-
peat that it is deplorable to note the deeline
of the industry., However, a war is in
progress and onr first duty is to maintain
our full war effort because, if we fail in
our duty in that vespect, the industry and
the State itself will vanish. It can only be
of importance to us in the event of our
being vietarious in the present struggle.
Failing that, the industry will not be of
much value to anyvhody. To win the war
must be our first objeet. Therefore I ean-
not castizale the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for its attitude towards the industry.
I£ men are required for the hattle fronts,
and arp available in the goldmining induvs-
try, they will have to be mnsed for the
hattle fronts; but I think there has been a
romplete laek of organisation in lhe maiter.

I onderstood from the Minister that we
were to have 4,500 men left in the indos-
try, but it scems to me there has been some
misunderstanding amongst the parties in-
teresied, or that some doubt exists. We
find that Reidy's has elosed down, that the
Big Bell is on the verge of having to close,
and that there is a strugele to maintain the
manpower at the Wilana mines. Wiluna
is important not enly for its gold produe-
tion but heeause it is alse producing anti-
mony and arsenic, hoth of whieh play an
important part in the produetion of war
material. The Commonwealth has gone to
the extreme measure of subsidising the
Blue Spee in the Pilbara distriet o the
extent of £30,000.

The Minister for Mines: No, £15,000.

Mr. MARSHALL: I understood the
amount was £30,000. However, a subsidv
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of £15,000 indieates the importanve at-
tached to the Blue Spec. Though it is a
small mine, compared with Wiluna, it is
none the less important. .\s the Common-
wealth has provided €15,M0 of the tax-
pavers’ moncey for that mine, it =hows the
importanee attaehed to it. Wiluna is a
large producer of antimony and arsenic,
both of whieh I believe are used extenm-
sively in the manutacture of explosives.
I am inelined to think that the Mines De-
partment and the Chambher of Mines have
not been suiliciently active. I think there
is a lack of eo-operation, organisation or
understanding  between the parties, and
that this is one of the reasons why we are
experiencing  diflficulty  in maintaining
sufficient manpower to keep the Wiluna

mines  going.  The company s put-
ting its <haft down «fili further, and

it will be tragie if the men—very experi-
enced men—doing the development work are
taken away. Particularly does this apply
to the shaft men. The sinking of a shaft
is one of the most important jobhs in a mine.
If the men capable of doing that work,
especially in a shaft such ax that at Wiluna,
are taken away, the mine will soon elose
down,

I must, in part, subscribe to the arpu-
ments advanced by the member for MMt
Magnet. I have a pelition from the Pros-
pectors’ Association at Cue for presentation
to the Minister. The association has been
in existenee for a long time and is an aetive
organisation. At {hix contre there is o
number of old prospectors—not so old in
vears that they eannot work but old in the
indusirv—men whe have been prospecting
all their lives. Some were prospecting at
Moolyalla; others were prospecting on
wolfram, {in, scheelite, and other mineral
deposits.  In their petition they pray the
Minister not fo grant reservations in the
vieinity of known deposits of base metals,
T have a petition from the people of the
distriet praxving that rveservations will not be
granted,  Some of these deposits are very
rieh, bhut so far as the work done has dis-
closed, they arve not what might be ealled
hig depasits, They include wolfram, schee-
lite, molvhdenite, tin, felspar, and other
valuable minerals now required for the war
cffort.

Wherever those little rich deposits are
known to exist—and there is & record of
them in the Mines Depnrtment--we shall
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have the go-getter secking them very quickly
He will endeavour to get arcas around well-
defined ore channels and repeat what he did
in the goldmining boom. He will take up
the eountry, not with the object of seeing
how mneh money he can get to develop the
proposition, but how much money he can
get out for himself. I hope the Minister
will be careful about granting any reserva-
tion at all. I understand that a deposit of
wolfram not far from the Big Bell Mine
was opened up many years ago and that
analysis showed it to be enc of the richest
deposits in the world. But it iy not a big
deposit, Still, who can say that fuorther
prospecting will not reveal it to be a very
big deposit? All we can say is that further
prospecting is necessary in order to dis-
cover what is there.

So far, not much work has been done on
these deposits, I want the Minister to en-
sure that there is no repetition of what hap-
pened at the Moolyalla tinfield. There the
Government of the day issued fairly large
parcels of land to individuals who merely
held it uwp for a considerable time, not with
a view to getting money put into the pro-
position but to see how much money they
could get out of it. Finally, the areas had
to he forfeited, and the prospectors went
in, and for yeavs n number of prospectors
have been doing really well there. Would-he
companies do not prospeet at all. As far
as my knowledge goes, they never have done
50. They will take up propositions on well-
known and well-defined ore channels and do
some horing, if that can be called prospeet-
ing; but to go into new, virgin country is
not within their category at all. I hope the
Minister will be carefo]l regarding the many
requests which are bound to be made to him
for the pranting of this, that, or the other. If
he finds it advisable to grant a request with
a view to attracting eapital for develop-
ment, he will not find me hostile; but I
assure him that if I find large aveas held up,
as has been the case in past years, without
a sign of activity abont them, and in many
cases no intention of displaying any activity,
the Minister and I will he at daggers drawn
immediately.

I have no wish to prevent development of
nny of these propositions, hut the Minister
would be well advised, with a view to get-
ting further prospecting done on them
if he gave consideration to the sug
gestions of the member for Mf. Magnet.
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In those loealities all necessary facilities are
available, with battery managers and right-
hand men and staffs, The plants are
sprinkled avound the goldfields, not imme-
diately adjacent, but in close proximity, fo
many valuable miverals. The State Battery
manager should be made a Government
agent. Qur Minister for Mives should be
in touch with the Federal Minister in charge
of these forms of deposit, I do not subscribe
to that part of the ntterances of the member
for Mt Magnet in which he declared that
only during the contitmance of the war
would the deposits be valuable, I am hope-
ful that when this war ends we shall not
prove retrogressive, going hack to the old
system of allowing everybody else to produce
all we require of a secondary character while
we send away our wheat and our wool.
Under a proper wmonectary system with
a sane and logical Government in charge
of our Commonwealth, I visnalise a
rapid post-war development, and one of
some permaneney, in this State with all
its known huge deposits of valuable re-
guisites in the manufacture of all kinds of
things badly necded by our community. X
do, however, subseribe to all that the mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet said in regard to tak-
ing advantage now of the high prices paid
for these minerals. Theve the hon, mem-
her struek {he right note.

The Minister should he prepared to as-
sist towards the Further prospecting of
maiden country, T consider that he should
also help in the development of the present
known depasits by giving reasonable rewards
to the manpower now available—rewards of,
say, £2 10s, or £3 per week, as suggested
hy the memher for Mt. Magnet. If State
battery managers were agents of the Gov-
crnment, the prospector’s ove conld he
hought and paid for on the spot. A pros-
pector cannot follow his ove right up to the
point of realisation; but he can do as he
does now with gold ove, take it 1o the State
battery and say, for iustanee, “There is 15
tons; analyse. it. After yon get the anzlysis
of the ore, vyon can arrange with the Com-
monwealth Government to pay the value”
That is done with gold-benring ore. Hav-
ing regard to the present vaine of these pro-
ducts. T am positive that there would be
very little ehance indeed of the Government’s
losing anything by paying sostenance to
prospectors when prospecting  for such
ores. They exist all around Mt. Magnet.
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‘One can go out from (fullewa northward
and there find some of the finest deposits
of metals known in the whole world. The
member for Pilbara represents country that
is almost in a virgin state so far as pros-
peeting is concerned and yet carries deposits
of platinum, silver lead orve, wolfram, schee.
lite, tantalite and other valuable metals. Now
is the opportune time for that hon. mem-
ber and the member for Mt. Magnet.

The Government being alive to the faets,
it is now possible to get prospecting done.
The prospectors are men able and will-
ing, though too old to be picked up for war
purposes. There is a lot of work in them
vet, and they are fairly honest and eon.
scientious. T eannot see the Qovernment los.
ing on this proposition, becanse these old
fellows know whore the deposits arve and
how to work them. For the time being they
will be able to mnke a good livelihood once
they get n start, and provided the Gtovern-
ment rewards them by immediate purchase.
I hope that the present opportunity to get
well-known deposits further prospeeted will
not be let slip. I am especially desirous
that the distriet of the member for Pilbara
=hould be prospected thoroughly. I haye
been through a good deal of that country.
T know that platinum exists there, and that
copper may be found there in abundanee,
as on the Murehison. I have great eonfidence
in the Under Secretary for Mines, and hold
him in the highest esteem. e is a very
able young man. T have been informed by
him that there is a new invention for copper
concentration of ore. The plants arve pilat
plants, suitable for handling by prospee.
tors. they are stated to he highly eflicient.
By their help, metals can be extracted with-
out mueh trouble, even from ore of large
size; there is no need to pulverise the ore.
There are many copper deposits such as that
at Mt. Frazer, just out from Peak ill. 1t
will be a tragedy if while these metnls nre
bringing such largely enhaneced prieces we
lose the opportunity of metting our known
ore bodies well defined and diseovering more.

We ought not to he afraid of importation
of metals into this State; our objective
ought to be to export metnls. I desire to
inform the Minister and other members,
who have not had my experience in Malaya,
that cheap labour does not count very much
in these days. That it is a factor I admit,
but with up-to-date machinery and the appli-
cation of seience to production, we ean over-
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come many difficulties and produce elfi-
ciently and cheaply, so much so that the
wage factor will prove to be not so import-
ait as many people think it is. If we apply
scientifie methods to our production, we shall
be able to compete with those countries
where lahour is eheap, and where it is used
extravagantly, inefliciently and uneconomi-
eallyv. We should take advantage of science
and acvept it ns a blessing vather than a
curse. I do not want the Minister to lose
any opportunity to exploit our base metals.
I was inelined to think for a time that he
had beeinne ohsessed with the Civil Defence
organisation which has been taken over by
his department.

The Minister for Mines: Why bring that
up?

Mr. MARSIIALL: I do anot want the
Minister to make the Mines Department a
Civit Defence department.

The Minister for Mines: | have not.

Mr. MARSHALL: Nor do 1 want the
capable Under Seerctary to think that he is
under an oblization te plare on one side the
possibilitics of our mining industry in order
to worry about the Commonwealth regula-
tions governing eivil defence. T do not think
he will, nor do I think the Minister will.
There is much in what the member for Mt
Magnet said last evening. Now is our oppor-
tunity to exploit our Dase metals, when
prices are high. Now is our oppor-
{unity to eostablish ihis industry. I recently
handed the Minister a petition and made
some propositions to him, abont which T
hope we shall both be soon able fo confer.
[ trust he will be able to make available the
State batteries and the serviees of the bat-
tery managers to treat these ores. He conld
arrange with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for the ores fo he analysed and for
the prospectors to he paid. The Common-
wealth Covernment should accept that
vesponsihility. If we take advantage of the
present high prices of base metals, we shall
he eneouraged to search for and find other
deposits, in addition to those already known.
Prospeetors arve asking the Government to
provide them with suilicient money to en-
able them to develop the deposits already
known and to look for new ones, and it
would he a tragedy if the Minister did not
make some arrangement to meet their wishes,
Tt i= wrong to imagine that the prospectors,
heeause thev are old, eannot do this work.
That is not so. The Minister knows that,
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even if they are old, they are cunning and
understand their work. They are experienced
and ean break ore in greater guantities than
can younger men, who ave ignorant of how
to set about the job.

I wounld suggest that millions of tons of
these base metals will be required in this
State in the near future, that is, if we can
accept what we are told by some authorities
on the new order. I have my own view about
that order and about what those authorities
say; bat I also have much confidence in the
people and I am satisfied they will ask for
what they want. The job of those authori-
ties will be to give the people results. We
have ships to build, works to build and
homes to build. We can make this State
extremely attractive and increase our popu-
lation rapidly. But now is our opportunity
to establish base metal industries. I appeal
to the Minister not to furn down the pro-
position made to him by the Prospectors’
Association of Cue, but to get to work with
the Commonwealth Government with a view
to obtaining finance. If he takes heed of
what those prospectors say, the proposition
wilt not be costly. The services of depart-
mental experts could be availed of, as well
as the faeilities of the department. If be
does this, I am sure the State will prosper,
and in time to come the name of the Minis-
ter for Mines will be indelibly impressed on
the minds of the people of this State. In
conclusion, I trust the Minister will not for-
get the men who have been compelled to
leave the mining industry, I hope he will
not permit them to lose their rights to eom-
pensation.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Pilbara): While it
is to be regretted that war conditions have
necessitated a drastic reduetion in the num-
ber of men engaged in the goldmining in-
dustry, it is pleasing to note that we have
in this State—especially in the north-westein
portion—an variety of base metals. The mem-
her for Murchison enumerated quite a num-
her of them and mentioned that some of the
more important deposits were in the Pilbara
distriect. That is true. At the outset of my
brief remarks, I desire to congratulate the
Mines Department upon its having brought
under the notice of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment the large and valuable deposits of
base metals in this State, As an instance,
the Blue Spee mine, which was mentioned by
the member for Murchison, was a potential
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gold-producer, but unfortunately few men
were working on it. As a faef, gold pro-
duction had ceased for some time; bui there
were deposits of antimony in the mine and,
after examipation, the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment advanced £15,000 to the company
to enable it to produce antimony. At pre-
sent, approximately 40 men are employed
on the mine. It is hoped that ere long that
number will be increased. Within a few
miles of the Blue Spec quite a large quan-
tity of white ashestos has been mined but
for some years those deposits bave not been
worked,

While mentioning asbestos I might say
that in the Roebourne district, adjacent to
Pilbara, there are deposits of blue ashestos
which I believe are recogmised as being
amongst the most wealthy in the world. Twe
years ago the Minister for Mines had an
opportunity to see those deposits, and I
bave no doubt that in the near future 2
pumber of men will be engaged by the Com-
monweslth Government to work them. There
is plenty of tantalite, which is a most im-
portant mineral at the present time. Until
two years ago, works were being earried on
at Strilley, about 30 miles from Port Hed-
land and at Wodgina, 65 miles from Port
Hedland. There were 30 men employed but,
due to circumstances, the works were elosed
down. However, tantalite is most essen-
tial for Commonwealth Government pur-
poses. I understand that the ex-manager
has been taken out of the Military Forces
and sent back to the mines, and that within
a very short time 50 or 60 men will be en-
gaged in winning tantalite. More men are
employed at the Comet Gold Mine, six miles
south of Marble Bar, than at any time since
it first started to produee. Approximately
100 men are engaged. From conversation
with one of the officials of the mine I gath-
ered that the mine was also starting to pro-
duce arsenic. Every man able to do so has
joined the V.D.C. and these men are doing
a very fine job in the confines of Marble Bar.

As far as other metals are concerned,
such as tin, there are vast quantities in the
Pilbara district, and I believe that the Mines
Department and the technical officers
attached to it arve fully seized of the import-
ance and necessity for bringing under the
notiee of the responsible authority the poten-
tial wealth existing in the North-West por-
tion of this State. I would also mention the
wonderful deposits of iron ore at Yampi
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Sound where over 100,000,000 tons are ae-
cessible at high water mark. I have no
doubt that in the future these deposits will
be worked on hehalf of the State or Com-
monwealth, There is only one other matter
I would like to mention and about which I
think something could easily be done. I hope
that when the travelling laboratory next
visits the Pilbara-AMarble Bar distriet the
Mines Department, or the responsible ofli-
cial, will give ample notice to the workers
and the employers in that area, hecause the
mails are irregular and if the travelling
laboratory proceeds to Marble Bar without
giving ample notice to all eoncermed, it is
quite possible, as happened some years ago
through a misunderstanding, that a number
of men will remain unexamined after the de-
parture of the laboratory. In my dealings
with the Mines Department I have received
every courtesy, and I feel sure that the offi-
cers will look after the inferests of Western
Aunstralia so far as its potential mineral
wealth is comcerned. T have no doubt that
whatever they can do in collaboration with
the Commonwealth Government will be done
in the interests of the war effort, and when
peace returns I hope that base metals will
continue to be won from the carth.

MR. NORTH (('lavemont): T do not pro-
pose to push my long pose into the mining
Estimates but T want to make one comment
on a remark by one of the previous speak-
ers as to whether gold is going to be uved
after the war. It so bappens that the House
of Lords debated this guestion in July, and
I have here a copy of a question and answer
on the subjeet thai might interest the Com-
mittee. Even if it is correct that gold will
not be needrd as a basis for eredit there
arc other uses to which it could be put. T
have heen told that if the existing gold stocks
in the world were used in the cure of rhen-
matoid arthritis, that disease ceunld bhe re-
moved from the world. T would sooner see
no people afflicted with that disease than see
gold stored in vanlts. The guestion that wax
asked in the HMouse of Lords eame from
Lord Straholgi—whose name T am given
to understand is premounced with a hard
“p”—and was as follows:—

May I ask the Lord Chancellor if it is pos-
sible for him to reply, with convenience, to n
specific question? I have not given him notice
of it, but T shonld be glad if it could he

answered. Ts there any hankering now in
Treasury eireles—by which T mean hanking,
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finaneial and money-lending cireles in the eity
who all work together—for a return to the gold
standard after the war?

To that question the Lord Chancellor (Vis-
count Simon) replied—- *

My noble friend, Lord Strabolgi, also
showed great consideration in what he put to
me, but he waa entitled, in view of that, to
ask mc one specific and formal question, which
I will answer as well as I can. He asked this
question: Ia there any prospect of our return-
ing to the gold standard? Now, I am not a
prophet or the son of a prophet, but we have
had our experience of returning to the gold
standard last time. That expericnce did not
turn out to be a very happy ome and I have
heard no whisper and no echo, from the secret
conclaves on which the noble lord looks with
some suipicion, of any intention to repeat our
former experience in that matter. ¥ trunst that
that will he regarded as a astraightforward
answer; I can hardly be expected to say more.

That, of course, is only what inay be thought
in the House of Lords. I am told that New
York has other ideas on the subject. As
a city member who takes a great interest in
the prospects of the goldmining industry and
those that follow it, I feel that there is a
tremendous lot of use to which gold eould be
put hesides that of supporting eredit. I trust
that the answer of Viscount Simou, which
might he staggering to members represent-
ing goldmining distriets, will not be regarded
as harmful after all.

MR. LEAHY (Hannans}: I am sorry that
on this occasion I am uite unable to draw
@ bright picture of the goldmining indus-
try. At the present time that industry is
dlmost defunct on the Eastern Goldfields.
People who have heen accustomed to travel
through that district and to see the number
of people there are inclined to say now, in
the words of the Yank, that it is twice as
dead nas the Chieago eemetery. There ave
only a few young people in the distriet
and the elderly people are wondering what
is going to happen. Most of the mines are
working from day to day, dveading that at
any time the few remaining men will be
teken away. We were given a promise by
the Commaonwealth authoritiexs when we
went as a delegation to them on this mat-
ler. Seme of them did not appear to he
inelined fo give ns mueh consideration,
but the Prime Minister was very consider-
ate and understanding, He vealised what
the mining industry meant to this State
and helped n= in every way possible. We
were permitted to have the services of
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4,500 men, the position to be reviewed in
three months.

Hon. N. Keenan: How long agoe was
that?

Mr. LEAHY: At the end of May or
June. Members can veadily understand the
cffect on the industry of veducing the
number of employees to +4,500. It looks to
me as though the industry is going to be
very badly attacked in the future. People
who are actively engaged in and know
something of military operaiions have per-
sonally told me and written me letters,
that they have more men in the forees than
they can equip. But still we seem to be in
the unhappy position, in the goldmining in-
dustry, of having men regularly taken
away. It hag been repeated throughout the
ages that gold some day would lose its
value. Today gold is more vuluable than
it ever was. The people in London, who
deal in goldmining shares on the London
Stock Exchange were, some little time ago,
intrigued by a suggestion put forward from
the United States that that couniry should
lend 2,500,000,000 dollars in exchange for
a lien on the gold produced for five vears
in the British Empire. If that be so, it
goos to prove that the United States of
America has supreme confidence in Great
Britain and, incidentally, in the future of
gold. The produetion of gold in the British
HEmpire is ghout 20,000,000 ozs. per annum.
Of this amount, something in the vicinity
of 13,000,000 ozs. is contributed by South
Africa, proving conclusively that if that
proposal is ever adopted, it will not take
very long to liquidate the debt.

America todny holds 70 per eent. of the
visible supplies of gold in the world. T
believe that up til! very recently it had
been prepared to continue buying gold
wherever offered at approximately 33
dollars an ounce, yet, strange to say, gold
i not in cirenlation, as emrvency, in that
country. It is not in use there in any way.
1t is deposited in inland depositories of
which Fort Knox in Kentucky holds some-
thing like 14,000,000,000 dollars’ worth. Thai
gold is quite a Joss to the people of that
country. Not only is it & loss, but it is
a potential menace because of the faet that
credit could be dangerously pyramided on
such a base. Other proposals have been
hrought forward as to how gold conld be
utilised, but the financiers of America
who have studied the question appear to
have come to the conclusion that the only
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way gold will be of value to the world
and to the United States of America in par-
ticular is that, when this dreadful conflict is
ended and the nations of the world decide
to live and trade in peace, even if only for
a little while, it will enable America to play
one of the most imporfant parts in the
cconomic reconstruetion of the world by way
of financing the stricken eountries. Such
financing would he carried out in the way of
loana of gold. By doing that exchange rates
will be stabilised, and, of ecourse, without
that stabilisation international trade would
be impossible,

I, personally, have every faith in the
future of gold, During the last war we were
robbed, as cverybody knows. Cur gold was
commandeered and we were paid, I should
say from memory, £3 18s. an ounce. We were
robbed of well over £3,000,000. We were told
that gold wounld not be of much value, but
we lhad to produce it, and today those coun-
tries which produce gold are increasing their
output, cven though thizs war still goes on.
But we are even now fold that gold is un-
necessary. Had it not been for the gold
industry there would have been very little of
Western Australia herve today. Tt opened up
this State. If memhers go through the back
country today they will find what were once
thriving little townships now deserted.
When people talk of gold they eaunot com-
pare other States with TWestern Australia.
Victoria, for instanee, prodnces a small per-
centage of Australia’s gold, but the industry
is our life-blood. The future of this State
is wrapped up in gold becanse when this
present confliet ceases—and God grant that
time may come sooner than we expect!—we
will have to find a place for these gallant
fellows who will be returning to this State.

We must not wait for two or three years,
but start now to prepare for that time,
There is no other industry in Western Aus-
tralia, if kept in order, which can absorb
15,000 or 20,000 men. There is no other
industry in the Commonwealth which could
do that. I have not much faith in the new
order. I well remember what happened on
the goldfields after the last war. Men re-
turned and the general prineiple was—pre-
ference to returned soldiers. Nobody ques-
tioned that, but they did question an occur-
ence such as this, that 2 man with five or
six children who, perhaps was not the
strongest man in the world, was thrown out
to let a returned soldier in, and the soldier,



1800

after having been so many years away, said,
“1 have done my bit and will not work too
hard on the mine where I will die anyhow
if I stop much longer.” The man with the
five children would have been put out for
three or four months but the soldier who
took his place would not have done the work,
But gold had to be produced and that counld
only be done if the men worked. The result
was that the managers said, “If this war is
going to continue in Australia we will have
to alter things.” As a resuli the soldier had
to get out and look for something easier.

It would indeed be tragic if the industry
were allowed to go out of existence, That
mines onee allowed to collapse rarely ve-
turn to working order is well known., Those
mines that werc in the developmental stage
will possibly be quite all right, for the water
will not do much harm to them; but let
members consider the position of the big
mines. The Minister suggested that pos-
sibly within the next mounth or two some
of them will cense to operate. Consider the
effect on centres like Gwalia and Leonora!
Aany of the outer townships depend on the
mines in the locality. It is almost eextain
that if many of those mines close down, they
will never again ve-open. [ fear for the
future. If we allow the goldmining indus-
try to go ount of existence, that will add to
our troubles when the war is over.

Myr. Patriek: You have schools, hospitals,
water supplies and many other services that
will he affected, too.

Mr. LEAHY : Then there is the position
of the railwnys—to say nothing of the far-
mers. Ineidentally, what would the farmers
do if the gold mines closed down? T vecog-
nise that the farmers are necessary in the
life of the community, and I also appreciate
that not one section of producers alone runs
the universe. At the same time, I believe
that the greatest burden in this State has
been earried by the people on the galdfields.
Yesterday I was pleased to hear from the
Minister for Labour thai a pensions seheme
was to be cstablished in eonnection with the
coalmining industry. T would be muech more
pleased if T were to hear that some such
scheme were to be applied to the men in
the goldmining indestry. From an indus-
trinl point of view, the two sections of
mining ean hardly be compared. In gold-
mining, very fow rench the age of 60 years
without heing sufferers from diseases prew-
liar to the indnstry. T hope the Govern-
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ment will give serions consideration te pro-
viding a superannuation scheme for gold-
miners. Personally I am in favour of super-
annaation for all workers. I do not think
it wonld be very diffienlt to work ocut a
plan it we ali applied ourselves to the prob-
lem, I honmestly believe it could be handled
clficiently.

Finally, | wish to deaw the Minister's at-
tention to the position of the turned-down
miners,  Anyone who has been closely as-
sociated with goldmining knows the effect of
indusfrint (iseases upon the workers, and
realises what it all means. Some of the poor
old chaps have not heen ahle to sleep lying
down for nine months at a time, They have
{0 sit up in otrder to sleep. Provision should
be made for su¢h men at least annually to
receive & free pass over the railways that
would enable them to go to the nearest sea-
port. That wounld not mean very much to
the State, but the benefit to the men must
be obvious. Fven if it did net mean mueh
improvement in their health, it would give
them s change of environment which would
be pleasurable to them. I hope the Govern-
ment will give consideration to that point,
beenuse the old men have not very much
to enjoy at present. It must he vemembered
that a tremendous hattle had to be put up
to seeure even holiday fortnightly pay for
the miners. It was suggested that they did
not work hard enoungh! If ever there is
a man on God’s earth to whom the people
should take their hats off, beeause of dis-
abilities suffered, it is the goldminer!

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands): I have
purposely waited until goldfields members
who wished to take part in the debate had
availed themselves of the opportunity to
speak, as is their vight, before any other
member sought to address the Chair.
Apart from that, they are those that are
in present toweh with the industry, and
know exaetly its state and what could best
bhe done in the interests of the industry, I
listened to the speeches delivered by the
member for Murchison, the member for Pil-
bhara, and particalarly by the memher for
Hannans, who, in very homely and sincere
terms, expressed his views.  With all of
those views I find myself in agreement. The
story of the present eondition of the indns-
try is, of conrse, very distressing, and neces-
sarily so. It is not depressing becanse the
indusiry, by its own want of eapaeity or
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material, has come upon bad days. It is
entirely due to outside causes, to the taking
away from the industry of those who are
absolutely necessary in order to work it.
1f there was available today the labour that
the industry once possessed, I have no doubt
at all that instead of the depressing tale we
have heard, we would have been told of a
year of record in which the industry attained
its highest peak in this State, at any rate
as far as the value of its output is eon-
eerned,

The shrinkage of manpower available is
excused, or is attempted to be excused, by
the requirements of the war. I have always
held the view that, although it all meant so
much to the industry—1I refer to the teking
away of its manpower—those of us who have
a large and constant interest in it would
nevertheless agree to the manpower being
taken away and the indusiry being elosed
down, should it be necessary, in order to win
the war. But what ix troubling ws and, X
am sure, is troubling those who represent
the mining industry in this Chamber, is
that that necessity has not been established.
Men have been taken from the industry and
apparently are not being msed at all, or only
lo n very limited extent, for the purpose
of prosecuting the war. Moveover, we are
aware, unfortunately, of the fact that the
harsh role that is applied to the goldmining
industry is not applied to other industries
that have far less elaim than has goldmining
to consideration at the hands of the Com-
monwealth Government. I am not referring
now to the Siate Government. It is said
that a defirite promise was given that a
minimutn number of 4,500 men would be
ovailable for the industry, but I am afraid
that is not so. In faet, T know it is not so.

My. Leahy: That was to be the number
at the end of threc months.

IIon. N. KEENAN: Unfortnnately, those
three months have gone by, and teday there
is no guarantec whatever that onec man out
of those 4,500 men will be left in the in-
dustry.

The Minister for Mines: We have 500 in
hand; that is, 500 above the 4,500,

Hon. N. KEENAN:; We are always apt
to indulge in wishful thinking, but often
our hopes arve not well-founded. It is use-
ful to recall the reasons given for taking
the men ont of the goldmining industry.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is foo
much eonversation in the Chamber.
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Hon, N. KEENAN: One reason given for
the taking of men from the industry was
that it was necessary to satisfy the man-
power requirements of the war, but unfor-
tunately there is another reason, Appax-
ently, many of those in high places regard
gold as a useless commodity.

The Minister for Mines: I think that is
the real trouble.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Whether that is so
or not, snch ap opinion has no possible
basig. Still, the impression exists that there
is no use for something which cannot be
sold. Of course, the intrinsic value of gold
as a metal would scarcely ever justify its
preduction in any part of the world. If
gold were considered merely as material for
use in msaking watches, rings, bangles and
other jewellery, its price would fall to a
very small fraction of the priee it commands
today. Tt is quite correct that many
mines would be able to emry on in
this State if the 4,500 men were left
untouched, but I remind members that
the 4,500 is inclusive of those working on
the Wiluna mine, and they are in a category
entively different from the ordinary gold-
mining category beeause they have been de-
tained in that mine, not to produce gold
but te produwee something that can bn used
in and is required for the war. But there
is a number of other mines of greater or
less importance that have been affected, and
many have been so affected as to be obliged
to close down. The matter I want the Min-
ister to deal with is, “What immedinte steps
are being teken to secure those mines
against eompleie loss through the destrue-
tion of the workings by nature?” One mine
which, in a very short period of time, unless
it is maintained, will not be opened again is
the Edna May Coneolidated. There is a
tremendous flow of water in that country
and, unless sufficient money is made avail-
able to maintain the pumping, every bit of
the mine that has been developed and is
now lying nseless will be lost and the mine
will be hopelessly gone.

Other mines could be mentioned. T1f the
Sons of Ghwalia mine does not receive a eon-
siderable sum of money to maintain the un-
derground workings, it, too, will be lost.
So far as it is possible to foreeast in regurd
to any mine, the Sons of Gwalia has a very
bright future before it, if only steps ean be
taken to assure that foture. Tf the lower
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levels could be developed to reach the ore
that has been located by bores and could be
opened up with chutes, the mine would bave
a good future and the distriet would enjoy
quite & large degree of prosperity. But if
the mine is left unworked or not sufficiently
worked, and the timber in the underground
workings allowed to become affecied, as it
does in the most extraordinary manner, be-
yond the belief of most people, the mine
will be lost. The important point is that we
should have a definite understanding with
the Commeonwealth Government that the
moneys intended fe be made available
aetually are available and that the scheme
for distribating them should be drawn up
and put into operation immediately, not in
the future, because in a very short interval
of time loss will oeceur that it will be im-
possible to vedeem.

The Minister reminded the Committee of
the colossal sum collected by the Common-
wealth Government since the imposition of
the gol@mining profits tax. T assume that
his reason for asking us to remember that
faet was to justify the demand for a return
of part, or even a small fraction, of the
amount. Over £2,000,000 has been taken
out of the industry in eircumstances which
no other industry was called upon to fnce,
and it 15 not unreasonable to ask that one-
third, or one-quarter, should now be made
available to save the industry from com-
plete destruction. I strongly urge that steps
should be taken to place this proposition
before the Commonwealth Government. We
should not be content to ventilate the matter
kere and have it recorded in “Hansard” and
then forgotéen. It should be put forward
as a definite scheme, something we are cn-
titled to ask for and something we are
determined to press until a satisfactory con-
clusion has bheen arrived at.

I 2o not wish to refer to a matter which
was covered very well indeed by the member
for Mt. Magnet—the necessity for providing
plant for the prospectors who are dcaling
with base metals, or preferably the supges-
tion that the Government should purchase
the ore from them on an assay vzlue, allow
whatever i3 a reasonable amount for the
treatment, and pay them the difference.
That was a very common praciice at one
time on the pgoldfields. I do not know
whether it is now. The ore was purchased
on assay value.
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Mr., Marshall: And tributers'
purchased.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It even went as far
as tributers’ ore at one time. There was no
difficulty. Of course it was well known what
would be the cost of recovering the gold
from that class of ore, but the cost of re-
covering base metals is not yet known.

Mr. Marshall: But the technical officers
cane give yon a good idea.

ITon, N. KEENAN: As the member for
Murchison very properly pointed out, if
there is a risk in the matter it is a risk
we may well take. Scheelite has been men.
tioned. Who can tell what is the cost of
recovering scheelite, if the ore contains
scheelite, from ore delivered at the treat-
ment plant 7 T have never seen any particu-
lay process for recovering scheelite, and I
do not know what such a process would in-
volve. It may involve even the ereation
of a new type of treatment. At one time
on the goldfields it was a very diffienlt matter
to recover gold that oceurred in telluride;
the treatment was discovered only by a pro-
eess of experimentation. At last telluride
was found to be almost as cheap an ore to
treat as the free milling ove, although of
coursc never quite so cheap. With improve-
ment in plant, the cost of treating telluride
became very moderate. What has been
urged by the member for Murchison and
the member for Mt. Magnet, and in fact by
every goldficlds member, is that our State
Government should risk something in order
to keep those prospecting shows alive dur-
ing the war, and that the risk shounld be
the risk of purchasing possibly at an assay
value and deduneting from that value the ex-
pected cost of treatment. FEven under those
circumstaneces it might he that the Govern-
ment would make a loss because of the arith-
metie not being right, but on the other hand
it is equally possible that the Government
might make a profit. Even if it made a loss,
the loss would be very little indeed.

Now 1 want fo say a word on the future
of gold, which determines all the possibili-
ties of the industry. They are bound wp
with and inseparable from the future price
of gold. A reassuring factor is that not-
withstanding both Canada and South Afriea
heve maintained their output of gold and
in faet increased it, there is no known re-
fusal on the part of the United States to
purchase the gold. Every ounce of gold
produced in South Afriea and every ounce

ore was
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produced in Canada—which of course greatly
exeeeds onr output—is placed on the mar-
ket in the United States and purchased there.
The member for Murchison is under the im-
pression that when that gold is buried in
Fort Knox—or whatever other part of the
United States it is buried in—it ceases en-
tirely to have any value, and that when any
buyer from oversea goes to Ameriea for
the purpose of trading and gets credit, it
is all paper. Of course that is not so.

What happens is this: When one pur-
chases gold dollars in the United States for
the purpose of trading, what one docs get
is the goods one intends to buy. It is true
that the credit has to pass through the inter-
national currency of gold in order that the
amount of currency that has to be paid may
he arrived at, but that is merely the yard-
stick. Gold az a vardstick will eontinue to
exist beeause it is the only means for con-
ducting international trade. If we want
to buy somethiny in Amerviea, we have to
try to get eredit in Ameriea for that pur-
pose.  That eredit may be the resuli of
goods we praduce in Australin and sell in
Ameriea, or of the cradit produced by the
infernational vardstiek of gold. We get so
much of our enrreney translated into Ameri-
ean curreney through the medium of the
gold exchange. And that ean never be al-
tered unless some other international mediom
is substituted for the eonduet of trade. We
say the futurve of gold must be, from that
aspeet, maintained; and there is the further
point of view that in the new woxld we are
all looking forward to—I am afraid that
our hopes will never be realised—in that new
world, if it ever is to exist at all as a pros-
perous group of nations, Ameriea will have
to strip her colossal gold stores that she holds
today. Amerien will have to agree to give
credit to many nations, certainly, and to all
the United Nations of the future which we
are all awaiting with hope of suceess.

So far is Australia is concerned in the
matter of its goldmining industry, the
future of that industry is relatively se-
cure: but there may be little or no indus-
try here to come back to unless we get a
measwre of treatment from the military
authorities and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment which will be a very great change
from what we have experienced in the past.
I am afraid T have to agree with the mem-
her for Honmnans that theve is hut little
hope for the future unless vietory comes

- tion will become tragie.
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soon. If (his war is going to last for three
or four years more, if every man who can
hold a gun is to be driven out of the mines
and put on construction of roads and aero-
dromes of a colossal character, our situa-
In a paper which
is an official paper I saw the other day that
£1,600,000 had been spent in Queensland
on the construetion of aerodromes, and
that ome single aerodrome covered 12
square miles where formerly there was
bush. All that was neeessary for the
condnet of this awful war. There was
manpower in the mining industry that was
casy to get at, and for that reason was
drawn upon. There was other manpower
that was not easy to get at. And so the
additional manpower verquired was drawn
form the mining fields.

Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 pom

Hon, N. KFENAN: I was about to draw
lhe attention of the Committee to the faet
that, while the mining industry is being
driven ont of existence by the demands
made apon il for manpower for the Army,
actnally the Public Serviee has heen in-
areased hy the ereation of new ecommittees
and boards innumerable,

Mr. Patriek: That is the ('ommonwealth
Puhlie Serviee.

Hou. N, KEENAX: That service has heen
inerensed by 34,000 males and about 20,000
females. Large numbers of the males are
men of the same age as those who have
been dragged out of the mines. T saw an
estimate that about 70 per eent. of them
‘were under 45 years of age, while men
ahove that nge had been dragged out of
the mines. This industry, which is the bul-
wark of our prosperity, ig heing murdered,
while these boards, commissions, councils
and coadjutors—they have all kinds of fancy
hames and have faney objects—are being
manned liberally by men of an age capable
of working our mines.

T would like to say a word about pen-
sions. This matter was mentioned by ilox
member for Hannans. T hold a very strone
personal view against this sectinnal form
of treatment, that is, against men heing
selected for favourable econsideration. If
there is to be a selection, then undoubtedly
the men engaged in the mining industry have
a right to consideration before those en-
gaged in any other industry in {his State,
and eertainly before the men engaged in
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the coalmining industry., It was well
known, even in my day, that if a goldminer
wished to leave the industry and get a
*‘eushy’’ job, he went down to Collie,
where he was able to earn wages in excess

of those which he received on the gold- .

fields, even in those days, and under con-
ditions far more favourable to health.
Therefore, if there iz fo be a selection
made of one section of the community, let
us show that favour to those engaged in an
industry that is conducted under far more
severe conditions than js the coalmining
industry.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You will agree that
coalmining is the life-hlood of the State.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It could not exist
were it not for the goldmining industry.
Trains were run from Southern Cross to
Kalgoorlie before Collie coal was mined.
The engines were fired with bush timber, but
nevertheless they carried their loads.

Several members interjected.

Hon. N, KEENAN: I do not think my
intervention in the debate has produced good
results. In eonclusion, I join with the gold-
fields members in expressing the hope that
the goldmining industry will be saved and
will be available to afford employment to
our soldiers who return from the war,

MR. EELLY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie): The
Minister’s introduetion of his Estimates has
undoubtedly resulted in an interesting dis-
eussion by members representing goldfields
constituencies. His address was heartening
and has given members a much betler idea
of the activities of his department. I per-
sonally am well aware of the excellent work
that is being done by the department and
its extremely zealous officers. In any re-
marks I may make I want it to be clearly
understood that I am not detracting in any
way from the value of the work done by
those officials. I regret that the goldmining
industry is still in an inseenre position.
Reference was made to the 4,500 men that
the Commonwealth Government agreed
should be retained in the industry fo carry
it on. It way understood, however, that
those men would be fit men, not the comh-
ings of our prospectors, many of whom are
aged men. It was also understood that those
men were not to be military rejects, who
paturally are not in the same category as
are the competent men the industry has lost.
Prospectors are being drawn upon consider-
ably by the various mines today, and that
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policy seems to have been condoped and
accepted by the department as the only
method by which the mines can obtain the
4,500 men to carry on the industry.

It ig deplorable that the prospectors—who,
goodness kmows, are few enough in number
—shonld have their ranks reduced in this
way. In some districts there were a few
months ago 120 or 140 prospectors, but to-
day those numbers have been reduced to
probably 20 or 30. The others have gone
into the industry to make up the guota of
4,500, That, however, is not a sufficient
quota, nor ig it composed of totally fit
workers. If the restrictions thaf were placed
on the industry over a period of years
regarding the employment of men dusted or
diseased in any way had not been lifted and
provisional tickets granted to certain men,
the industry definitely could not be carried
on today. If it was right for the goldmining
industry in the past to refuse work to men
because of the fact that they were suffering
from certain eomplaints common to men in
that industry, it is not consistent to allow
them to return to the industry now. Many
of the 4,500 men who bave been permifted
to remain in the industry are not fit and
many of those who are fit have passed Lhe
age at which it is recognised men are at
their best in the goldmining indusiry.

Those 4,500 men were allowed to the in-
dustry for goldmining purposes, but we find
that Wiluna and many other mines have
recently undertaken the development of base
metals, and many of the 4,500 are engaged
in mines where base metals are now being
worked. That further detracts from the
position in which the goldmining industry
found itself when this slight assistance by
way of 4,500 men was granted to it. That
4,500, out of an original quota of about
15,000, is not a sufficient numbher to keep
the mines producing at a profit. It is not
even sullicient to maintain them in reason-
able shapc and keep them open, The Min-
ister made a remark that the industry would
he capable of absorbing from 20,000 to
30,000 men if hostilities were to cease at
short notice. But that number ceould be
absorbed into the industry ouly if it is main-
tained in on up-to-date manner. If we have
any further inroads into its manpower, or if
the industry is not allowed ihe total quota
granted to it to maintain it at its present
standard, I am afraid that, as other mem-
bers have mentioned, the industry is doomed
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to go further back and eventually to become
obscure in this State. As it is there has
been no provision for a developmental
policy, and deterioration must therefore take
place.

Members will realise that there are many
parts of most mines that will eventually—
indeed very quickly—become unworkable
unless a certain amount of aetivity is
carried on at all times. Any further comb-
ing of the industry by taking away men
who have been otherwise engaged—for in-
stance in prospecting and in other avenues
of the goldmining industry—would be wrong.
During the last three or four months the
industry has drawn gquite eonsiderably on
the floating manpower population and also
on the farming eommaonity. Quite a num-
ber of men have left the farming industry,
to its detriment. A very solid effort should
be made to prevent any further men leav-
ing the goldmining industry and to secure
the release of more men from the serviees.
The manpower sitnation has become totally
unbalanced. It is well-known that a nation’s
standing population dictates to a very greaf
extent, the standing army that country ean
maintain.

In Australia we have 7,000,000 people of
whom possibly only 5,000,000 are adults,
On the Prime Minister's own figure of the
number of eivilians required to keep an
army In the field we are entitled to a stand-
ing army of 500,000. I am not prepared
to make any staiement as to the number in
our existing Fighting Forces, but that num-
ber must irnclude those who are engaged in
the women’s organisations and munitions
works. To all intents and purposes those
men and women form part of our standing
army. The inelusion of many oversea sol-
diers, sailors and airmen that have entered
Anstralia over the past 12 months, throws
the manpower sitnation into an even further
unbalanced condition. Until the Common-
wealth Government realises thai this lack
of balance cannot be allowed to continue,
so long will we have the trouble we are ex-
periencing at present in the goldmining in-
dustry and in every other industry, not only
in this State but throughout the Common-
wealth, and eventually the situation will be
recognised as being highly defrimental to the
best interests of Australia. When I last
addressed this Chamber I quoted a number
of figures of production in other goldmin-
ing countries to show that we have adopted
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a very unsound principle. Only as recently
as the middle of last month there was pub-
lished an account of Canada’s output which
indicated that, instead of a decrease, that
Dominion was registering an increase in pro-
duction. The member for Nedlands pointed
out that the gold position was still sound
in other countries and that America was still
nequiring goid. That is so. “The West Ans-
tralian” last month stated—

At the close of 1941 there were 144 gold
mills operating in Canada with an additional
60 plants idle, according to figures published
in the ‘‘Canadien Mines Hand Book.”’? In
spite of a decline in Ontario’s output last year,
at lJeast partly caused by the strike at eight of
the Kirkland Lake mines, the total value of
gold recovered in six out of the nine provinces
that are producers waa slightly higher than in
any previous year. War demanda for metals
resulted in a marked increase in the produection
of all base metals and new objectives have
been set for 1942. Metal prices are still low,
however, and several companies owning poten-
tial producers cannot see their way clear yet
to resume gperations,

The net number of gold producers was lower
by two than a yemsr ago. During 1941, 14 new
producers started ore treatment, while 16 eeased
operations, Ten other companies increased their
mill eapacity. At the 31st December, five new
gold mills were under construction, and were
being considered.

The paper goes on to state that goldmining
production in Canada had inereased by 2
per cent. on the previous year’s output. This
is ample evidence to prove that the policy
adopted in this country, although if has =
lot to commend it, is not one that will aid
the future of this State. I strongly urge
the Minister to keep pushing hard for total
recognition of the industry in Western Ans-
tralin. The member for Mt. Magnet spoke
excellently, I thought, on the possibilities
of the furtherance of our base metal indus-
tries. While he gave the Government and the
Mines Department every consideration for
the work carvied out by them in this diree-
tion, he also gave a clear outline of the
possibilities that exist for inecreasing our
production of base metals. The time is op-
portune for every endeavour to be made. I
emphasise the phrase “every endeavour,” be-
cause the past policy must cease. Instead
of the Government waiting for reports of
the existence of these base metals to come to
hand from various cenires, it should be
active and go out after them. We have, over
a period of years, aequired reports of the
various mineralogical deposits, and the dif-
ferent strata of country that eontain many
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of these base metals which we desire so
much today. Yet the Government makes
no endeavour to profit by the Lkmowledge
contained in these reports, and go ont after
the metals so badly needed for sirategie
Purposes.

The department should instituic a wmore
vigorous method to find out whether these
metals are available in sufficient guantities,
not neeessavily on a payable basis, but to
asgist our war effort and Western Anstralia
in particular, because the need for these
metals is so dire. I was interested recently
to read in “The West Australian,” a para-
graph reputed to have come from the mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet, in which he stated that
he had just seer operating a mineral de-
tector known as Mineralite. This detector
is said, not only to loeate the various base
metals by the use of ultra-violet ray, but
to discern cleavly the metal it discovers by
giving out different colours aecording to the
different metals.

The Minister for Mines: We have it ai
the office, and can demonstrate it to von il
~ou like,

Mr, KELLY: 1 hope the Minister will
make it work overtime, and not keep it in
his office. T would like to see it in my dis-
triet, or in any other where fhese metals nre
known to exist.

The Minister for Mines: The member for
Mt. Mngnet had it last.

Me. KELLY: He shonid not have ve-
furned it, bui have retained it and used it.
It is doing no good by being kepf in ihe
Minister’s office. We should know all about
that Mineralite machine, and it should he
kept operating. T would like the Minister,
when he replies, to make some reference to
the recently published information regard-
ing the American committees arriving in
Anstralia for the purpose of going info the
possibilities of the base metals that exist
here. From rveading thaf article, it looked
to me as though the concentyation of rifort,
ax usnal, would be on an Bastern Stnfes

basis. No refercnce was made to Western
Australia. T ask the Minister to take par-

ticular eave to see that this State wets ils
fair share if any advantage is to he devived
from these eommittees. e should see that
they come to Western Australia, and that a
complete  progeamme dealing with hase
metals is prepared and placed hefare them.
Thix State will then. at least. he in step
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with the progress of the Eastern States, and
with onr possibilities and potentialities we
may prosper to a greater degree than the
States on the other side of the continent
are capable of doing.

The only other reference I desire to make
deale with coal. The Minister in his speech
spid  that the coalmining position was
quite all right, and that coal production
in  Western Australia had  increased.
That is so, but it has inercased only
reeently, and the present increase will
be hard to maintain if all that we
hear about the mines at Collie s cor-
reet. It is only a little while since one of
the mines—the Yellowdine Gold Mine—in
my distriet found it impossible to earry on
operations heennse hoth forms of fuel—
wood and roal—had heen denied it. So
wreat was the shortage that the mine closed
down for a couple of days from the Friday
to the Mondav.

The Minister for Mioes: It swiddenly
switehed over from wood to coal.

[3fr. Marshall took the Chair.)

Mr. KELLY: No, not suddenly. Prior to
that time it had been using up to 100 tons
of eoal a month because of the difficulty in
reiting wood cut, At the time the aeunte
shortage of coal oecurred, the mine was not
m a position to get the wood, that had
already been cut, from the bush. The eut-
ting position was not at that time skringent
but the earting position was acute. Appli-
cation was, thevefore, made for the de-
liveries of coal to the Yellowdina Mine to
he speeded up. The pesition of the State
at that time was very preearvions from the
point of view of coal production. The sup-
ply to {he railways was restrieted and the
servien wis hampered in its operations. A
departmenial officinl at Southern Cross told
me that at that fime there was not one 1b.
of enal in the railway vard, but that when
a train arrived the position would be re-
lieved. Owing to the shortage of eoal in
the yard, a goods train was hung up there.
When the expeeted teain duly arrived, only
one fruck of e¢oal was put off at the
Rauathern Cross vard. That instanee serves
te emphasise the acute shortage that ob-
tained five or six weeks ago. The Minister
has assured the Committee that at present
there i= plenty of eoal available, and we
vealise that that is the position. The
Yellowdive mine has a surplus now, but
the eomplaint i< that the eoal borns away
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too fost and eannot be kept for any lengthy
period. If there is a surplus, the deteriora-
tion in the cosl is rapid, I have yei to
learn that the increased production ap-
pareot at the moment can be maintained;
I hope it will be.

The Minister for Mines: There is never
any surplus coal beeause if will not keep.

Mr. KELLY: I am glad that the Minis-
ter admits that point.

The Minister for Mines: Everyone knows
that is the pesition.
" Myr. KELLY: That has a bearing on the
point I am about to make. The posi-
tion at Collie has given rise to great con-
cern. It is well-known that developmental
operations have heen neglected and that
has contributed largely to the shortage in
supplies, If reports are correct, the Pro-
prietary mine may at any time be in seri-
ous difficuities and it must be remembered
that the Railway Department draws its
supplies from the Proprietary and the
Co-operative mines. The former is prob-
ably the largest coal producer in the State.
If the ereep, concerning which there have
been reports during the last three years, is
much further emphasised, we may expect
ivrouble. In that event, not only will the
position of the railways be adversely
affected, but the State’s war effort will be
seriously jeopardised. Years ago the diffi-
culties of the coal situation were aceen-
tnated when the fire oceurred on the old
Wallsend mine and the Collie River had to
be diverted to flood the workings in order
to extinguish the outbreak. That cecurrence
had an adverse effeet on coal produetion
for a considerable period. Should anything
happen to the Proprietary and Co-opera-
five mines, we know that the situation
generally would deferiorate and adversely
affect omr war effort. That leads me to the
point that we have a coalfield at Wilga
that has not been exploited as it should
he. Varions veports have been received
about the field for the past 20 odd years,
all disclosing that excellent deposits exist
there. Although repeated endeavours have
been made to seeure the exploitation of
that field on a sound basis, nothing of
value has been accomplished.

The Minister for Mines: No wonder you
smile! You know who owns the lease.

Mr. KBELLY: The position a{ Wilga, as
the Minister sugpests, is that the field is
held by de Bernales. I do mot know about
that, but T shall not argue the point.
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The Minister for Mines: You have a fair
idea that that is so.

Mr. KELLY: I know that the calorific
value of the Wilga coal is not far below
that of Collie coal.

The Minister for Mines: A long way be-
low Proprietary coal but not far below
Griffin coal.

Mr., KELLY: And the Griffin mine is
Leing worked to advanitage at presenf. An
application was made by the Wilga Ceal
Mining and Carbonization Company to the
Commonwealth Government for assistance,
and the company also approached the
State Government with the request that it
should lend support to the application and
thus enhance the possibility of its securing
funds from the Commonwealth. I want
1t to be understood clearly that I am not
personally interested in the Wilga coalfield
or the Wilga Carbonization Company. I am
animated only by a desire to advance the
inferests of the State. Should the field be
opened up, the State conld reasonably be
assured of adequate supplies of coal for
many years to come,

The Minister for Justice: There is plenfy
of coal at Collie.

Mr. KELLY: That heing so, will the
Minister inform the Committee why the
output of Collie ceoal is annually about
100,000 tons below what is adequate to
maintain our industries at full eapacity?

The Minister for Mines: The reason is
the same as applies to the Wilga feld.
There is not the machinery nor the man-
power available.

Mr. KELLY: That is interesting beeause
the proposition put up by the Wilga Coal
Mining and Carbonization Company gave
a clear indieation of how it would be pos-
sible to do with fewer men what has been
accomplished at Collie under the customary
procedure, The method suggested by the
Wilga Company will hear examination by
any engineer. It proposed tc work on the
open-cut prineiple. The Minister for Mines
suggests that manpower wonld be needed.
That is =0, but I am led to believe that 30
men employed at Wilga on the open-cut
prineiple could produce 100,000 tons in the
same period that 150 men would provide
that output at Collie under the existing
svstem. I do not want the Minister to
think for one moment that I desire to de-
tract from the value of the industry at
Collie.
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The Minister for Mines: I think yon are
romancing & bit, all the same.

Mr. KELLY: T am merely dealing with
facts. With the open-cut system at Wilga
obsolete methods would be discarded. The
Minister is & practical man and knows that
the methods adopied at Collie are obso-
lete, and are very far below what we could
cxpect in o practical country like Western
Australin. 7The contention is that if the
Wilga field were opened up with the em-
plovinent of modern methods of produe-
tion, the ontput of coal would be stepped-
up considerably and that would enable
Western Australia to overcome the short-
age of coal stocks—

The Minister for Mines: We had better
nationalise the coal industry.

Mr. Seward: Like they did in Vietoria,
and in consequence lost £2,000,000 a year.

Mr. WKELLY: The adoption of modern
methods would not only overcome the short-
age of production, but would enable us to
have reserve snpplies of coal as a stand-by.
Let me explain how that stand-by ean he
provided. The development of the Wilga
coalficll under modern eonditions would re-
sult in better working and living conditions
for many men employed in the industry. The
miners at Collie suffer a severe disadvan-
tage from the point of view of working con-
ditions. When T was in the industry 13
vears ago, the men fared badly owing to
the conditions that prevailed in the mines.
Sinece then many improvements have heen
effected, hut there is still room for further
improvement. If the Wilga field were de-
veloped—and this could only he done if the
Commonwealth Government., through the
State (tovernment, provided the requisite
finanee—considerable improvoments could he
effected for the miners, The opening up
of the Wilga field would not eanse any servi-
ons disruption at Collie, but the competi-
tion wonld lead the Collic management to
modernise s ideas, give better eondi-
tions and adopt more modern methods in
handling the eoal. This would redound to
the advantage of the State and stop the de.
erease in produetion and continual rise in
costs.

A few minutes ago the Minister for Jus-
tice interjected to the effect that there is
plenty of coal at Collie, hut there will come
a time when the Collie field will feel the
strain and my contention ix that, if the Wilga
field were opened up, the stiain on Collie
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would be minimised and that field would be
given a much longer life than would be pos-
sible if no alternative field were developed.

The Minister for Justice: Wonld it not
be better to open up the Irwin coalfield ?

Mr, KELLY: I do not think so. If a
second coalfield is to be opened up, it should
be the one at Wilga.

The Minister for Justice: What about the
matter of distribution?

Mr. KELLY : I understand that the Wilga
field could be couneeted with the railway
system for £35000 and the inereased rail-
age on the coal would be very little. The
company that put up the proposition to the
Government was prepared to repay the
money advanced at the rate of 2s. per ton
on all ecoal purchased. Thus the £175,000
wonld not have been a solid lead of debt
but would have been repaid gradually from
this national asset. If the development of
the Wilga coalficld were begun on a small
seale, it would be beneficial to the State in
every way., It would supplement the pro-
duetion at Collie, ensure that the life of
the Collie field was extended to its utmost,
and enable Wilga to take the place of Collie
in the years to come. The manpower re-
quired at Wilga would be small, and opera-
{ations would he eondueted on such a sound
hasis that theve would he mno guestion of
impairing the present war effort. The short-
age of coal produced at Collie eould be made
zood, and production could he stepped-up
to meet requirements even if the demand
for coal increased to a degree far gveater
than onr present needs. At any time addi.
tional production may he required for put-
ting our war machinery into still higher
gear.

Under existing eonditions Collie cannot
undertake increased production. We have
heen told that many times. Therefore the
development of the Wilga field wounld supple-
ment the ontput at Collie. One evident ef-
fect of establishing the industry at Wilga
wonld he the obviating of the waste that now
occurs. The same remark would apply to
Collie, of course, if the necessary machinery
were installed there. The guantity of coal
that is wasted every year through the fret-
ting and deterioration that sets in the
moment the coal reaches the surface has been
a matter of concern not only fo the mine
management but also to the Government.
In fact, the loss oceurring through this eanse
has ereated an acute problem. If the Wilga
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field were opened up, arrangements could
and would be made for briguetting the coal.
The manufacture of briquettes would be of
great benefit to the State because, by avoid-
ing this waste, the life of our conlfields wonld
be materially extended. Apart from that,
the manufacture of hriquettes would per-
mit of supplyving an urgent and desired need.

The Minister for Justice: I think there are
great possibilities in that direction.

Mr. KELLY: Yes, and South Australia
might be glad to have briquetted coal, and
an cxport trade of that sort would be of
great assistance to Western Australin.

Mr. North: That idea has been
mended since 1930.

Mr. EELLY: Then it 15 a erying shame
that 12 years shounld have elapsed during
which period nothing material has been ae-
eomplished towards briquetting coal and
saving the huge amount of waste that now
oceurs in the industry, From the hri-
quette aspect, many advantages are to be
ohtained besides the nactual saving of the
loss in value that has heen so prevalent in
the past. T understand that by briguetting
the ealorific value is increased from 30 per
-eent. to 35. That is not a statement I am
able to verify, but I have it on execllent
authority. I am also told that there would
be no sparks. I take it the knowledge which
has been passed on fo me in this eonnection
derives from the fact that briguettes have
been suecessfully used in other parts of the
world, and that the experiences I have rc-
Iated were gained through the use of
briquettes elsewhere, With briguettes there
s supposed to be no clinkering.  Apnin,
there is no danger of spontancons combus-
tion in the case of hriqueties—a highly im-
portant feature.  Spontaneous combustion
is entirely eliminated; and the usc of
briquettes requires very small stornge eapa-
city, as compared with bulk coal. Reserves
of fuel would readily be established in the
form of briqueties because of easy packing
and easier handling. Dumps could be built
up in many parts of Western Australia,
and would form an excellent addition to the
precautions already taken throughout the
State in the conservation of reserves of food,
and of many other eommodities which there
is no oeccasion for me to detail now. All
fuels have received attention in the way of
storage, and T think that if hriqueties were
available the stornge of epal in varions
Inealities would he greatly enhanced, and
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create an almost complete condition of re-
serves. Thus the storage value is a highly
importané factor in the case of briquettes,
and its utilisation would overcome any
doubts as to our future in that connection.

In eonelusion I would urge that the Min-
ister give thorough consideration to the
opening of a coal field at Wilga. I know
there iy much opposition to be encountered
from many points.

The Minister for Mines: Not much oppo-

sition from the Government except as re-
gards finaneing.

Mr. KELLY: But the Government was
not asked to linance a concern which in-
volved any probability of causing loss to
the State. There was no possibility of iis
not proving a payable proposition. Only
vesterday we were told that £500,000 of
Government advanees to various trading
concerns had proved a total loss, nothing
having been reeeived back from the bor-
rowers. It £175,000 was advanced to open
up the Wilga ficld, irrespective of whether
it was advaneed to some company or other
or advanced to float a eompany which I
believe has 160 shareholders who are West-
ern Australians—if £175,000 could be ad-
vanced apart from any personal feeling of
Ministers against advancing to a syndieate
or company, with benefit to the State, and
without risk to the State, I submit it should
be done. At all events, the projeet should
be carefully examined and the Government
should use every endeavour to overcome
whatever obstacles might in the past have
prevented it from taking the initial step
with regard to the Wilza coalfield. I com-
mend very seriously to the Minister the
desirability of his considering most eare-
fully the possibility of Wilga becoming a
second Collic in Western Australia,

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (in re-
ply): T desire to thank members of the
Committec for the manner in which they
have reeeived these Estimates. I desire also
to thank them for the tribute they have paid
to the staff of the Mines Department, a
tribute which is fully earned and which I
shall have great pleasure in eonveying to the
staff. There are only one or two maiters I
wish to touneh on. Let me deal with the last
first with vegard to the advocaey of the
member for Yilgar-Coolgardie of the Gov.
ernment’s advancing £175,000 to the Wilga
syndicate—
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Mr. Kelly: Not the State Government, the
Commonweslth Government.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member should have made that plain. 1
would like to know in the first place, why
an advance shonld be made in the ease of
Wilga more especially? Wilga is not far
from Collie. The largest buyer of coal in
Western Australia is the Railway Depart-
ment. That department buys at least 90
per cent of the coal produced in Collie. It
has to carry that coal all over Western Aus-
tralia for the use of the railways, and place
it in dumps. Moreover, the eoal can only
be stacked for a short period. We have coal-
fields at Eradu and Irwin, and it costs the
Railway Department 15s. per ton to convey
Collie coal to those places. I see no advant-
age whatever in spending Government
money, whether State or Federal, in open-
ing up Wilga for coal unless that coal is
superior in value to Collie conl.

Mr. Kelly: It is not as expensive, and it
is wanted.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: How does
the hon, member know that?

Mr. Kelly: From your own Qeological
Survey,
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Ow

(feological Survey says nothing of the sort.
If anybody knows anything about coal de-
posits in this country, it is the Mines De-
partment; and that has heen the case for
many years. The Wilga promoters are do-
ing a tremendous amount of advertising to
open utp Wilga at somehody else's expense.
I think you, Mr. Chairman, will agree with
me that the larpgest shareholders in Wilga
are believed to have made a lot of money
in Western Australia, and that if they want
to open up Wilga they can put some of that
money back there. The hon. member has
talked a great deal about the position in
Collie—obsolete methods and se forth. He
ought to know that the Coliie coaifields are
not managed by the Government of West-
ern Australia.  They are condueted by a
private company, and it is most diffienlt to
get that eompany to put into operation what
our Mines Department authorities consider
should be provided for the purpose of
seeuring an inereased percentage of carbon.
The position a2s regards Collie is that prior
to the last few months a fair amount of
Neweastle coal came to Western Australia,
and that a large proportion of that New-
castle eoal was used to supplement coal from
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Collie.  Owing to the shipping position
brought about by the war, however, fonnage
for Newcastle coal is not now available.
Consequently we are not getting sufficient
Newcastle coal. Or I may say it takes us
all our time to get enough Neweastle coal
to generate elecfricity and gas.

The posilion became so acute that the
Commonwealth Coal Commission established
a State Committee in Western Australia and
empowered that committee to distribute any
coal in Western Australia, whether it was
on the surface of the mine or landed here
by a boat. The Chief Mining Engineer,
Mr. Wilson, is ehairman of that committee;
and he says that the commiitee has full
power to dispose of every truck of cosl in
Western Australin. The Midland Railway
Company wanted some of our coal, having
used Neweastle previously, There we have
another large demand for our coal. In the
case of the minces mentioned by the hon.
member, half a dozen more woodeutters
could be employed to supply wood to sup-
plement the coal, but we could not
get the workers owing to manpower
requirements.  Everybody now is sud-
denly wanting coal, and that is bhecause
of the shoriage of wood. The shortage of
wood is due to the scarcity of woodcutters.
That is the ezuse of the tremendous demand
for ecal. Ahout 150 of the young men at
Collie enlisted in the various services, and
the mines were left with men aged 50 years
and upwards who previously worked only
11 shifts for many years, but who now are
working 12 shifts and consequently are be-
ginning to feel the strain. Nevertheless, we
have had a large increase in the output of
coal. T cannot see that the Wilga 1Mine
could he opened up with 30 men. In my
opinion, the people controlling the Wilga
mine should get on with the job and do it
themselves. T inierjected once, “What about
nationalising the coalmining industry? It
might as well be nationalised. .

My, Patrick: 1t is practieally nationalised
now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As I
have said, the (lovernment railways are
really the only customers. The railways take
90 per cent. of the Collie coal, and that
quantity is governed by what is known as
the Davidson award, under which every in-
crease imposed by an outside tribunal is
added to the eost of the coml. Today the
Collie companies are asking for the instal.
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lation of winches, on account of the steep-
ness of the inclines in the mines, as by
means of the winehes more trueks could be
utilised and eonsequently the output of coal
inereased. But who will pay for theo
winches?  The companies may say, “Yon
order us to get them.” If we did that, then
of course the Gevernment would have to pay
for the winches, while the shareholders wonld
continue to draw their dividends.

AMr. Kelly: Conld not the Government
compel the companies to do that work?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, but
the Government would have to pay for it.

Mr. Kelly: What about developmental
work?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A regu-
lation was reeently laid on the Table of the
House dealing with developmental work at
the Collie mines, but nohody bothered about
it. Every six months the Mines Department
now gocs into that matter. But the de-
partment finds itself np against diffieulties.
For instance, there is too mmch water in
the Proprietary Mine and the company says
that it shounld be pumped out. We were
given the dimensions of the pump, but we
cannot obtain it from the Eastern States on
aecount of lack of shipping. In any event,
as soon as the pump is made, someone else
will get it. The company says, “Youn order
us to put that pump in® If, as Minister
T did so order the company, the Government
would have to pax for the pump. We might
a5 well nationalise the eoalmining industry.
I may repent here what I bhave said fo
Cabinet on more than one oceasion, namely,
that the Mines Department is gradually he-
ing pushed into the position of manager of
the coalmines, while someone else is draw-
ing the dividends. That is happening; there
38 no question about it. I have wnothing
against the Wilga Mine, but I would like
the owners to do a little for themselves.

I wish fo deal with some questions that
were raised by the member for Mt, Magnet,
whe waxed wroth ahout a proposal to pnt
scheelite through a Stafe batiery. He has
evidently forgotten, althongh he ought to
have remembered, that during the 1814-18
war scheelite prodneed at Comet Vale was
put through the State battery at Coolgardie.
At present, the management of the show at
Comet Vale is putting 50 tons of scheclite
through the hattery. The management is
putting in a Wilfley table to try it ont. If
it assays 90 per cenf. and only 60 or 7D
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per cent. is obtained, we will have to find
some other means, but we hope with the aid
of the Wilfley table and the Coolgardie bat-
tery to get a reazonable yield of seheelite,
as we did during the last war. A great deal
was said—with some justification probably
—abont the Government busying itself with
strategic minerals. T think both the mem-
ber for Murchison and the member for Mt.
Magnet said that the Mines Department pos-
sessed a very capable staff, but someone was
wanted to push it along., Unfortunately,
they do not seem to have an idea of what
the Mines Department is doing in regard
to hase minerals. It is as well for the
Committce to understand that these base
minerals are of no value at all in Western
Anstralia. It is necessary for us to obtain
a market for them, and that is why they
have been lying idle for years past, The
only markets offering today arve the Com-
monwealth Government, and America through
the Commenwealth CGovernment.

We cannot simply mine these minerals
wul sy, “*These ave going to America.”’
As a matter of fact, we advanced £1,700
for the purpose of ohtaining hlue ashestos
tfrom the Hamerslex  Ranges. ‘That has
been lving at the wharf for wecks awnit-
ing shipment {0 Ameriea. If we wished
to obtain other minerals for export to
Ameriea, we wonld have to provide the
necessary finanee, and even then we would
eet no further, In the first place, a market
has to be assuved, With that objeet in
view, the Commonwealth Government ap-
pointed Mr. Newman of Queensland as
Director Gieneral or Controller of Base
Meial=—T am not sure of his eorrvect title.
He eame to Western Austrglia and dis-
cussed the matter with the Mines Depart-
ment.  The department supplied him with
# map of Woestern Anstralin showing the
loeation of all the known vavietics of
minerals. We know them well in the
Mines Depaviment and have done so for
vears. Mr. Newman appointed the Under
Secretary for Mines, Mr. Telfer, his Deputy
Controller, Mr, Telfer has authority to
advance up to £1,000 on any show without
reference to Mr. Newman; but any advance
ahove that sum must he referrcd to Mr.
Newman. It is from that source that we
obtained £15,000, and that is how we arte
assisting others on n lesser seale.

Tt was said by the member for Yilgarn-
Coolgardie that he hoped the committees
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from America would visit this State, and
that if they did, the Government should
try to nscertain what they intended to do.
The member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie will be
pleased to know that at least a member of at
least one committee will veach this State
next week for the purpose of discussing this
matter with the Mines Department. The
member for Murchison will be pleased to
know that Mr. Prior is a member of the
committee. Mr. Prior was in this State
for many years and therefore I think it an
excellent idea that he should be sent here,
becauss at least he will know something
of the State and what we are capable of
producing. A question was raised by the
member for Mt. Magnet, and I think by the
member for Murchison also, about miners
who would be ecoming to Perth for a fort-
night’s holiday at Christmas. They sug-
gested that we might find some means of
arranging to have these men examined
under the Mine Workers' Relief Act, Mr.
Stitfold, who is in charge of one section
of the manpower organisation, and Mr.
Lavater, who is in charge of another sec-
tion, diseussed this matter thoroughly with
me this morning. Tbey both assured me
that leave at Christmas would not excced
four days and that conseruently these men
would not be able to spend a fortuight in
Perth. I asked Mr. Stitfold and Mr
Lavater where these men were located, and
received the reply that they were in various
parts of Western Australia. When we dis-
eussed the matter with them and the Under
Secretary, the question of aseertaining the
names and occupations of the men was
considered, and we shall try to find some
method of having them examined should
the necessity arise. But they are not likely
to be down here for a fortnight as the
mines will be closed for only four days.

The memher for Murchison raised the
guestion of reservations. I can assure him
that I sam just as much opposed to reser-
vations as he is, and I alwavs have been.
It shounld be of interest fo him and to the
Committee to know that immediately there
was a demand for strategic minerals for war
purposes, I sent out instructions to alt war-
dens asking that hefore they granted leases
—let alone reservations—they should send
to the Minister for approval. We have
made up our minds, and have informed the
wardens to that effect, that we do not
intend to agree to leases heing granted if
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they are going to be sat on for subseguent
sale to somebody else. We want to find out
who is prepared to work the leases. There
is another side to the question. While the
Government isx not prepared to grant big
reservations, it is also expected that pros-
pectors, if they do find minerals, shall not
sit down and do nothing about it, asking
for a sale at £20,000, £30,000 or £50,000.
One place has been mentioned. I koow for
a fact that there has searcely been a pick
put into the ground, but a hig company
has an option over it. It is a company
that I have not been very keen about for
some years. That company has an option
for £27,000.  But prospectors have no more
vight to play docks and drakes with leases
than other people have to ask for reser-
vations. It might be said that the pros-
pector has found the deposit and is en-
titled to get what he can out of it. I am
prepared to agree, provided that the mining
of a very important metal is not hung up.

I can assure the hon, member that the
Mines Department proposes to prevent re-
servations being granted, and it is also going
to endeavour to prevent anybody sitting on
a lease and waiting for somebody to buy
it. I emphasise again that minerals are of
value only insofar as a market can be found
for them. It is like coal, which Western
Australia purchases becanse it wants it for
the railways. There is a wrong impression
in relation to the manpower position on the
mines. I want to point out to the member
for Nedlands that when the delegation went
to Canberra, it was faced with two proposi-
tions. It was told that manpower must be
ohtained, and secondly that the amount of
material essential for the mining community
could not be brought from America and
other places, because there was no shipping.
The Prime Minister stated very definitely
in figures the amount of tonnage reguired
for eyanide and other commodities needed
to ecarry on the mining industry for 12
months. He pointed out that the shipping
was not available. In view of that, America
decided that the only thing to do was to
stop buving gold because the materials were
not available to produce it. The mining
representatives—Messrs. Cameron and Thorn
—were with ns on that oceasion. They gave
a definite assurance that every mining com-
pany in Western Australia had two years
supply of commodities, They had been
building up that supply.
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On the assuranee ihat those eommodities
were on hand, the 4,500 men to whick we
were entitled were apreed to. [ had the
figures this morning from Jr. Stitfold and
My, Lavater, and we went into the posi-
tion thoroughly. We find that we have
about 5,100 men in the industry todony, so
we are not down to the 4500. The member
for Yilgaru-Coolgardic is not quite correct
in saying that the old prospectors are all
being absorbed. They are going where they
can do better—in the mines, rather than
Jjust prospecting round about. Ineluded in
the number of men said te be sufficient to
keep the mines going, there are 2,000 pros-
pectors and small mine-owners.: 1t does not
matter where the men eome from; provided
we have 4,500, the agreement is fulfitled.
I agree with the hon. member that they may
not all be quite as compefent as we would

like, owing to age and vavious other dis-

abilities, but the faet is that, having that
numhber, we have our quota.

My, Patrick: That includes prospectors?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. The
difbendty is that there is no co-operation
by the mining companies. We had repre-
sentafives sent over by the Chamber of
Mines, inelading the mines on the Mur-
chison—2Messrs. Thorn awl Cameron—and
they worked thiz prineiple out before weo
left. They were satisfied rhat if they eould
gedl 4,500 men, the mines could be kept go-
ing, thongh they would have to stop a lot
of developwmental work and operate on their
resexrves. But there is no co-operation to-
day. It is obvious to any member knowing
anything about the goldfields that a man is
not going to stop at Big Bell, or any outback
mine, if he can get a good job at a place like
Kalgoorlie, Consequently, men drifted from
the smatler shows into Ialgoorlie, and were
then taken out of algoorlie. To that ex-
tent we have lost quite 2 number of men out-
back. They are very low-grnde shows, and
hecause of that they must have large
erushings every month to make them
pay. With the withdrawal of men, they
are unable to do that. The member for
Nedlands said that three months had gone by
sinee the delegation went to Canberra. It
was agreed that there should be a review in
about three months, but theve was n definite
agreement that nothing should be done with
regard to the 4,500 men before a faurther
conference had been held.
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This morning when we found that we still
had 500 men in hand, Mr. Stitfold and Mr.
Lavater both agreed to write to their respec-
tive heads, and [ am writing o the Prime
Minister pointing out that there are only
another 500 to play with, and asking for a
further conference to see what is to be done
about it. We are not waiting for the time
to arrive to drop out. While that 500 is
being tuvther worked on, we hope the con-
ferenee will be held, T agree with the mem-
ber for Yilgarn-Coolgardie that the men at
present in Wiluna should not be counted as
being engaged in the goldmining industry.
It is true that Wiluna is produeing gold, hut
antimony and oarsenic ave also being mined,
As one of my principal arguments this
morning, I claimed that there were 450 men
at Wiluna. We argne that gold is a second-
ary consideration there and that, therefore,
these men should be exelnded in the same
way as those who are working on the Blue
Spee mine in the north and those who will
zo into the tanialite mine. They will cer-
tainly not be included in the goldmining in-
dustry. We are doing evervthing possible
to assist. Not a day passes hut we are in
communication with someone in the East
dealing with these minerals, but our echief
difficulty is the distance that we are from
Canberra, and in not having somebody on
the spot. We have the material in Western
Australia at the moment and I am satisfied
that the Commonwealth Government realises
onr position, nnd that eventually we will get
a foir and proper deal.

It is no gond people getting wildly excited
about strategie minerals and saying they are
bringing a high price. They are, but only
at the place where they will be used. We
have to get them to that spot, and that is
onr diffienlty. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment is not prepared to buy anything unless
it ean get a guarantee of a hoat to trans-
port it. T do not think any member will
suggest that the State Government should
advance a lot of monev simply to stack
minerals on a wharf, with little hope of its
heing transhipped. I thank members for the
way in which they have treated the Esti-
mates. I ean give them an honest assurance
that the Mines Department, depleted as it
is, is doing and will do everything possible
for the henefit of Western Australia.

Vote pat and passed.
Vote—Mediral, £41.108:
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Point vf Procedure.

Hon. N, Keenan: Will the Minister ex-
plain the varions amounts added, apparently
on aecount of the basie wage?

The Chairman: What Vote is the hon.
member dealing with?

Hon, N. Keenan: With Item 1 on page
74

The Chairman: I am sorry, but that Vote
has been carried.

Hon. X. Keenan: With all due deference,
we do not want express speed; we have a
few more days at our disposal.

The Chairman: The Vote has heen car-
ried; we passed it and ave now on to the
Medical Vote.

Mr. Patriek: What about the divisions?

The Chairman: Will the hon. member
kindly resume his seat? The Vote has been

carrvied and I have ealled on the JMinister
for Health.

Commitiee Resumed.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH [3.38]:
The Medical Deparvtment is, peculiarly
enough, in much the same position as the
Mines Department. It is suffering beeause
of the war. Every mine that closes down
brings about, practically, the extinetion of
a town. When the Triton mine went ount
of existence, it meant that Reidy’s prac-
tieally closed down and the hospital went
ont with it. The same thing applies to
every mining town. The Gladiator mine at
Laverton was the last to go in that area.
The equipment and everything else arve just
Iying there and we are worried as to what
to do. Alsp, owing to the faet that -num-
hers, particularly of the yvounger women,
are going inte the Forces, we ave experi-
encing no end of diflieulty in maintaining
adequate domestic staffs in the various hos-
pitals. T am pleased to say that Major
Hummerston and her organisation have
now taken the matter in hand, and we are
hopeful that, through that organisation, we
will be able to start a roster system for
hospital domesties. We want the same
thing to apply to the medical men and
nurses. The doctors are now under instrue-
tions from the Direclor of {he Co-ordina-
tion Committee, and munst go wherever they
are sent, and remain there. We hope with-
in the next week or two to have the nurses
in the same position so that we will he ahle
to staff these hospitals on a reasonable
basis.
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Mr. Hughes: It leoks like industrial con-
seriplion.

The MINISTER ¥OR HEALTH: They
atre all industrially conscripted these days.
It is industrial conseription all right. The
Medical Union is conscripted and I suppose
more of us will follow. The Hospital
Fund, of course, is responsible for the
maintenance of nll hospitals. For the
financial year ended the 30th June last the
Hospital Fund produced £292,700. The
cost of colleetion and administration was
£5,133, so that the net amount available for
expenditure on hospitals was £287,567, In
addition to this, a small amount of £1,750
was received from the Department of
Native Affairs for the hospital treatment
of the natives throughout the State—par-
ticularly for indigent natives. We also re-
eeived a granft from the Treasury of £6,000.
At the close of the vear we had a credit
halance of £12,497 on maintenance aceount.
In view of the abhnormal expenditure an-
ticipated this year, however, I do not think
that this time next year we will be able to
show that balance.

Under the uniform taxation scheme a
lomp-sum payment has now been made
available by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment amounting to the average net eollee-
lions of the previous two years. Under
this arrangement the Hospital Fund re-
ceives, through the Treasury, £276,050 dur-
ing the current year. There again, whilst
we have reecived that amount for this year,
there is no guarantee that the same amount
will be paid hy the (‘'ommonwealth Govern-
ment next year or the year after. The
Hospital Fund may find itself in the posi-
lion of having a reduced amount bhecause
of the wniform faxation scheme, At the
close of the year there was a balance of
£4933 on capital acconnt. This was the
unexpended portion of £60,000 made avail-
able some years ago by the Treasury and
on which we were paying interest and sink-
ing fund commitments out of the Hospital
Fund. That amount was made available
for the purpose of bhuilding. Quite a lot of
huilding has been carried out in the coun-
try in the way of maternity wards, repairs
and renovations. Of the £60,000 borrowed
we have £4,953 left. One of the important
features in regard to the mansgement of
hospitals is the remarkably steady increase
in the amounts collected from patients. If
we take the last three years we find the
following amounts have actually been ob-
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tained from patients in the departmental
huspitals, of which there ave about 30, sitn-
ated at Fremantle, Perth, Bunbury and other
towns:—

£
1939-40 34,808
1940-41 63,325
194142 74,436

Mr. Hughes: Can yon give the reasons?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
are two main reasons.

Mr. Hughes: One is the prosperity due to
the war.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTIH: Yes,
and the other is the re-organisation of our
methods of colleection. At one time, if the
authorities at a small eountry hospital
found difficulty in coliecting fees from a
patient, they made one or two attempts and
then after three or fonr months sent the
account to the department in Poevth to see
what could be done about it. That method
has been altered. Tf the patient is not in
a position to pay his bill straight away, it
is sent diveet to the department and the
matter is attended to here.  The reason
mentioned by the member for Kast Perth
also explains parvtially the improvement.
Nevertheless, it is gratifvine to he able to
veport that there has been such a large in-
crease in the amount of the payvments re-
ceived by the department. Then again T
think another factor has heen the awakening
of a hospital conscience throughont the
country. That was made more appavent
when we extended the scheme that was de-
veloped at the Perth Hospital and made it
applienble to all hospitals throughout the
State. By that means between £8,000 and
£10,000 a year is secored mostly in small
weekly amounts. T also think that the people
generally have learnt fo appreciate the neces-
sity for hospitals in their particular loeali-
ties, and realise the excellent treatment they
receive in those instifutions.  Another in-
fluencing factor is the tromble expervienced
in securing nurses to look after patients in
private homes.

During the year there was some difficulty
with our hospitals from the standpoint of
war precautions requirements. The Fre-
mantie Hospital, for instance, is in what is
known as a target area. Some months ago
when everyone, partienlarly the military
authorities, got very exeited and thonght the
meiropolitan area would be bhombed at an
early date, it was decided instead of awaif-
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ing eventualifics to proceed with the evacua-
tion of patients straight away. 1'ractically all
the public beds at the Fremantle Hospital
were nccommodated in portion of the recep-
tion home at Heatheote, while vacant pre-
rrises at Claremont, known as *Lucknow,”
were also taken over. Owing  to the general
improvement in the situation, those patients
have been transferrved back to the hospital,
but the accommeodation that was made avail-
able at the time has been held in preparation
for n guick move having to be made at short
notice in the future. As for the Perth Hos-
pital, it was considered wnwise to have so
many beds in one bloek of the hospital, which
was rather old and exceedingly vulnerable
to fire. Moreover, the bloek is not far from
the East Perth power-house, the railway
station and other centres that most likely
will he targets for enemy hombers. We made
two dispersal movements in connection with
the patients. First under an arrangement
with the Repatriation Commission we took
all the tubercular cases from the Edward
Millen Home and accommodated them at
Wooroloo, the former institution being made
available as an adjunet to the Perth Hos-
pital.

Tn addition, we reconditioned an old ward
at the Infections Diseases THospital at
Subiaco, and by that means made provision
for 75 and 3¢ beds at the respeetive insti-
tutions. That will relieve the position at the
Perth Hospital. In both these instances the
movements involved additional expenditare.
Se much of it as represented eapital expen-
diture was provided out of Civil Defence
funds, but the extra eost of maintenance due
to the dispersal activities will fall on the
hospitals directly coneerned. The war situva-
tion caused quite an upheaval in the Services
in the North. The hospital at Wyndham
has been closed and Dr. Oldmeadow has
bheen transferred to Broome. The Broome
Hospital has been closed from the standpoint
of the department’s aetivities, but arrange-
ments have been made by which the hospital
will he continned in operation by the military
anthorities who will deal with -civilian
patients as well as mililary cases. As mem-
bers will appreciate, there are not very
many people in Broome at present. Shounld
Dr. Oldmeadow’s serviees be required at any
i1solated place in the Narth the military auth-
orities have promised to render all assistance
possible in providing aerial transport for
him. The aerial medien! hase, which was
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normally at Port Hedland, bas been moved
to Marble Bar, and the doctor concerned will
now serve from that centre the requirements
at Port Hedland, Roebourne and Nullagize.

The effeet of manpower needs upon the
mining industry has also been felt in some
goldfields centres, and owing to the closing
of the mine at Youanmi the hospital there
was shut, The Women’s Home at Fre-
mantle was evacuated as it was located in
a target area, and premises known as
“Woodbridge’’ were secured at East
Guildford, to which the inmates have been
transferred. The neeessary improvements
to the buildings are nearing completion,
and when these are dealt with the home
shounld prove very comfortable for the old
women. I think they will appreciate their
new home much more than the old pre
mises at Fremantle where they were behind
stone walls. At Guildford the home is on
the bank of the river and I think it will
be developed into an attractive place.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do you propose to leave
the old women there?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.

Mr. J. Hegney: It is a very niee situa-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I cer-
tainly think the inmates will be pleased
with their new home. At Sunset every-
thing has gone along smoothly and the
Public Works Department has sewered the
premises et a cost of over £4,000, which
will make conditions much more satisfae-
tory. At the Wooroloo Sanatorium the
number of patients has shown a remark-
able inercase. The department was worried
al one stage becanse it was thought that
the inerease disclosed an advance in the
ineidenee of tubereulosis. On investiga-
tions heing made it was discovered, how-
ever, thet many persons were going to
Wooroloo for treatment hecause they con-
sidered what they received there would be
better than was procurahle anywhere else.
Sinee we have appointed Dr. Linlev Hen-
zell, who is Western Australian horn, many
innovations have been instituted regarding
the treatment of patients, who now include
soldiers from the Edward Millen Home.
The Repatriation Department is particu-
larly =atisfied with the wavy the men are
being treated. We have alsn undertaken
fo treat patients from the Armed Forces,
and, with the addition of the influx of
patients to which I referred earlier, the
average number of beds oceupied, which
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formerly ranged from 143 to 130, is now
242, A new x-ray plant is being installed,
which will be of great advantage to the
institution.

Various other improvements have been
made and Dr. Henzell has started a farm
colony. He is of the opinion that to allow
tuberenlar patients to lie about or sit down
ir wrong, and he considers they are better
oceupied with something that will hold
their interest. The patients are accord-
ingly showing great interest in the farm
colony, and it is hoped that good results
will acerue. The department was consider-
ably worried about the leprosarium at
Derby, because it is situated only 15 miles
from the township, which has been subject
to disturbance because of the minor raids
in the North. The number of patients re-
mains high and at present is over 200.
The Federal authorities have approached
us with a view to taking 50 additional cases
from Darwin, and that has entailed
the provision of further acecommodation.
Specifications were drawn up and the work
is well under way, hutments being erected
for the new patients. At this stage I de-
sive fo pay a tribute to the nursing order
operating at Derby in looking after the
patients there. The nurses belong to a
Roman Catholic order and are doing a
wonderful job. As Minister for Health, my
worries wounld be greatly added to were
it not for their sclfless work.

Alr. W, Hegney: They belong to St. John
of God.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
are all trained muses and are making this
their life’s work. Tt is remarkable what
thev are doing at the leprosarium, and 1
pay a very sineeve {ribute to them. They
are a wonderful asset and help to the
department. The inspection staff has heen
depleted by men who have been taken for
the Army, but on the other side the
volume of meat inspection hes inereased con-
~iderably due to the Army's consumption of
meat. This staff in these days should be
kept well up to the standard strength be-
cause of the inereased demands in various
directions due to war conditions. The sub-
sidies to the Infant Health Centres are being
maintained and the work performed by the
association, if nnything, is greater, due to
the inereased hirthrate. Members will be
pleased to learn that last vear 977 more
births were recorded tham previously.
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Medical and denta! services are being main-
tained.

Now I come to the vexed question of
venereal disease. I shall deal with it only
briefly because I have no intention of fol-
lowing it in detail now or at any other time.
This portion of our work has been very much
cmphasised in recent months. The number
of cases notified has markedly increased, and
for social reasons as well as for the effect
upon the Fighting Forces, certain special
measures have had to be taken to cope with
the problem. For a time, owing to the
absence of any other suitable aeccommeoda-
tion, some cases were dealt with in the
prison for females at Fremantle, but after
a short while a special ward was opened at
the Perth Hospital and this is now function-
ing satisfactorily. Some objection has been
been taken to the use of the women's section
of the gaol at Fremantle for vencrenl
patients. If I remember rightly, only three
are detained there. Two of them it was im-
possible to hold anywhere except where they
are now., What else am I to do with such
people as these? Two of them, one & girl
of 17 and the other a girl of 18, broke out
of the Perth Hospital ward on two oeca-
sions. When they were brought bhefore the
Children’s Court they defied the magistrate.
The simply told him that it was casv to
break out. The magistrate said he had no
option but to send them to Fremantle gaol
and they replied, “We will get out of there.”
They have not done so. It is difficult to know
what to do with two lasses of that deserip-
tion. In the ward they occupied at Fre-
mantle is & window overlooking the detention
eamp for unruly Army hovs, and these girls
were found standing at the window without
a stiteh of eclothing on, much to the enjoy-
ment of the hoys. T regret to have to men-
tion these matters, but we nre continually
being told that we should do this thing and
that, What are we going to do with a pair
of lasses of that deseription ¢

Mr. Hughes: There is plenty of cell
accommodation in the women’s scetion of the
gaol away from the detention barracks.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Un-
fortunately, the window in the ward they
occupied overlooked the detention barracks,
although there was a stone wall between.
That was an oversight, but it was soon recti-
fied. If I could get the Edward Millen
Home for venereal patients there would have
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to be a lock-up in which such persons eould
be confined. I want members to appreciate
that the preblem is not as simple as it might
appenr to be. These are not girls whom the
medical fraternity will certify and order to
Claremont, though that is where I think
they ought to be. Of eourse, we cannot send
them there. I assure members that we have
suffered a good many headaches over this
matter, but are doing our best.

The mental hospitals are meeting with
speeial diffieulties, the foremost of which per-
haps is the shortage of medical and nursing
staff. The department deals with all Army
eases that are thrust upon them by the
military authorities, In addition, the Army
is still in possession of the new treatment
bloek established at the Claremont Hospital
for the Insane. The unfair part of it is
that as fast as we get a block ready for
patients, the military authorities walk in.
I am hopeful that these things will be recti-
fied in the near future. I ask members to
he a little tolerant and try to appreciate
some of the difficnlties under which we are
lahouring.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER {Subiaco}: I
have listened with great interest to the re-
marks of the Minister and ean appreciate
the difficulties about which he spoke. The
position must be appalling. Still, there may
he other places where two such girls could
have been put and ne doubt they have been
put clsewhere now. I believe that a good
dose of eastor-oil would do those girls much
good—and men, too.

The Minister for Lands:
minds on something else.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I believe that
Mussolini, in the early days of his regime,
cured drunkenness by administering castor-
oil. He did not put drunks in gaol; he just
gave them a hottle of ecastor-oil. I believe
that cxcellent work is being done at
Wooroloo. Patients there need some relaxa-
tion, and I am glad to hear the Minister
say that a small farm has been started for
them. When friends wish to visit inmates,
the difficulty is to get accommeodation on
irnins or buses. T ask the Minister to con-
fer with the Minister for Railways to ascer-
tnin whether something cannot be done to
facilitate friends travelling to Wooroloo on
Sunday or on visiting days.

There is very little accommodation in
Western Australin for elderly or young in-

To keep their
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curables. Latterly I have heen trying to get
people into the Home of Peace, but they
cannot possibly he admitted, not because of
any deficiency in the nursing staff but be-
cause of luck of domestie staff. This short-
age I attribunte to the broadeasting of ap-
peals to young people to offer their services
in the war effort. They are {old over the
gir that their fathers or brothers and sweet-
hearts are serving and are asked, “Why not
vou?” The pirls on the domestic staff of
such an institution are doing very essential
work, but they leave it and cnter the Ser-
vices. I consider the Home of Pesce one
of the best institutions of its kind in Aus-
tralia but, owing to the dearth of domestic
staft, it cannot accept more patienis, That
1 consider a tervible thing. I am sure the
Minister will do what he can to remedy 1it.
T believe the W.AN.S. and the E.S8.C.
people are doing what they can to render
assistance. At the Perth Hospital, I under-
stand, incurables have been told to leave
beeause there is no provision for them to
remain. There is no other place in which
to put these people. Ineurable patients are
stil patients, and need skilled nursing.

Now as to onr schools! In Western Aus-
tralia I consider we are very badly off as
regards doctors and nurses in the Edueation
Department. Tt is absolutely impossible for
ns, with 60,000 or 70,000 children attending
our schools, to expeet that 114 nurses and
115 doctors, on the average, ean attend to
that rmmber of children. The parents of
many children in our schools shounld be in-
formed that their children are in need of
eertain medical attention, as is done prac-
tically thronghout the world. e must not
wait {o do this until there is a new order;
we must do it now. T have received infor-
mation that in England 75 per cent. of the
children in scheols receive mid-day menls;
in some schools, as high as 90 per cent.
Moreover, nearly all the children receive free
milk. That is something absolutely neces-
zary in this country, so that at least we may
be able to put our children on & healthy
basis. Many of them are not on such a basis.
T wish to refer to the position that has ob-
tained at Pingelly. Tt is an awful thing that
children should have to mix with other child-
ren who are ill, as stated. Regarding the
question of V.D. and the case § mentioned
this morning, in justice to the Minister for
Health T want to say that when a deputa-
tion waifed on him recently and asked
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whether a position sueh as has arisen could
arise, the members of the deputation were
assured that it conld not arise. The Minis-
ter did not think that such a position as
he deseribed this movuing could occur here.
I tried to speak this morning becanse I
thought the Minister might be able to intro-
duce into the Bill now before another place
something which would prevent any reeur-
rence of the situation. When once 2 thing
has oceurred, it might oceur again.

The Minister for Health: Tt might, in a
thousand years!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The Minister
was really a little misinformed. "When a
Minister speaks about his department, one
should always endeavour to ensure that
whatever is stated on behalf of the depart-
ment is right, and not hiased in its favour.
When one is of strong character—and 1
know the Minister is—and when a Govern-
ment is strong, they are never afraid of ad-
mitting a weakness. It is 2 weakness of
demoeracy that we try to shelter a buream-
eracy. That is what has happened here. I
interviewed this woman,

Mr. Cross: I gness she was unable to tell
vou what the neighbours said about her.

Mr. IIughes: On a point of order, Mr.
Chairman! If the member for Canning
wants fo make a statement like that abont
this woman, I would invite him to make it
outside, and then

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for East Perth eannot carry on along those
lines,

Mr. Hughes: Js the member for Canning
entitled to say of that woman that she did
not tell what the neighbours know? Is he
entitled to take advantage of Parliamentary
privilege in that way?

The CHAIRMAXN: The hon. member is
quite in order. I do not know whether he
has taken advantage of Parlinmentary privi-
lege or not. The member for Sublaco may
proececd.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: If we believed
all the neighhours say of us, we might all
be in gaol.  After sceing this case in the
“Sunday Times” I thought it my duty to
interview the woman herself, and ascertain
whether I thought she was the type of woman
who would lend herself to that of which she
was accused.

Mr. Fox: How did you find out who she
was?
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Ars. CARDELL-OLIVER: I will inform
the hon. member in confidence. However, the
point is that the woman was a farmer’s
wife, or had for many years been a farm-
er's wife. They had lived on the faym,
which did not pay. They came to Perth and
the man got a position on the railways. He
then enlisted, and he has been two years
oversea. She has six children under 12, and
the youngest is about 17 months. She lives
with her mother and her sister, and at no
time ever have all the childven been away
from her. At various times the mother, who
goes to stay with another sister, living in
Fremantle, has taken three or four of the
children away with her to give this woman
a rest, This woman ten weeks ago decided,
Jbecanse lher sister pad determined io go
into a munitions factory, to go with her
sister; and she has been there for 10 weeks.

The Minister for Health: The Government
should not employ a ‘woman in those cirecum-
stances.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I asked ber
why she took the job when she had six
children under 12, She replied, “Well, yon
know, if you have ever been withowt money
and there are means by which you can get
a little money, you are tempted to take it.”

Mr. J, H. Smith: But she must have had
quite a big allowance, with six children!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The man, I
repeat, has been oversea for two yewrs, If
he should hear this story, it will not be at
all nice. This woman has never in her life
had anything to drink, and has never smoked
in her life. YWhat has appeared in the Press
is extremely detrimental to the woman. She
is absolntely a non-drinker and a non-
smoker; ne powder on her face; just an
ordinary type of hard-working woman! I
asked, “What about the two soldicrs?’ She
said, “What soldiers?” T said, “Oh yes, there
are two soldiers who visit you?” She said,
“Yes. One is a friend of the family. The
other one is a friend of my sister. Is it
wrong to have soldier friends?” 1 said, “No,
it is not.” If it werc wrong, we might accuse
any woman of venereal disease heeauge some
soldier visited her.,  These two men who
visited this woman were friends of her sister
and of the family. I asked her, “How did
you know you did not have venereal
disease?”’ She replied, “Firstly, I did not
know what venereal disease was; but I had
Just had a blood test at the factory as a
donor of blood. I fthought perhaps it might
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have something to do with that.” She was
an ahsolutely ignorant woman, and did not
know anything about venereal disease. How-
ever, she got a letter from the department.
The letter, as members know, would not be
a pleasant one to receive, The Commis-
sioner of Public Mealth said there were
reasonable grounds for suspecting that the
woman was suffering from V.D., and, quot-
ing from the authority given under the
National Security (Venercal Diseases) Regu-
lations, ordered her to present herself at the
Perth Hospital for examination on a speci-
fied date,

The Minister for Health: The woman had
been interviewed by an inspector before that.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: When the
sister came home she said, “The best thing
yon can do is to go fo an outside doctor
and find out whether there is anything wrong
with you.” She went to Dr. Meagher. I
wish members to know the name of the doe-
tor, so that they will know exactly where
the woman went. She had been his patient,
as she had been suffering from a bad leg.
She asked him what to do. He replied, “The
hest thing you can do is to go to the hos-
pital, as indieated, and leave it at that?”
She again eonsulted her mother and sister,
who advised her to go to another doetor.
She did se, and he said to her—of course,
she was merely a poor patient—“There is
no need for me to examine you; the best
thing for you to do is to go to the hospital
and find out. You will be told.” Before
she went, what happened was this: Somcone
called on her and said she had lived in South
Perth. She replied, “I have never lived in
South Perth.” “Oh no!” snid the officer,
whoever he was, “You have lived in South
Perth all right” She answered, “I have
not. We came from the country, went to
William-street, and then eame here.” How-
ever, the officer tried to make it appear that
she was not telling the troth in that respeet.
She then went to the hospital, where I under-
stand she stayed for two davs. She was
examined and, as was stated in the paper,
unfortunately met an acquaintance.

The Minister for Health: A relative.

-Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : This relative
fonnd out she bhad bheen in the V.D. ward,
and that was not very pleasant. The point
I wish to make is thiz: The woman went
home and has received no notification from
the department stating that she was free
from venereal disease, neither has she re-
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ceived any apology for the mistake. I chal-
lenge the depariment to answer this ques-
ticn: Is there another woman of the same
name with six children living at the same
address?

The Minister for Health: We only found
out that she had six children when we went
theve.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: Is there an-
other woman working at the munitions fac-
tory who has six children and lives at that
address? Another point is that of the five
people who made accusations against her,
only one gave the address.

The Minister for Health:
address.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Yes.

The Minister for Health: I said that.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The Minister
did, I quite agree. That woman is still
terribly disturbed because she has not re-
ceived an  apology from the department.
She has not, as I said, received a notifiea-
tion to say whether she had V.D. or bot.
She was simply ordered to attend at the
hospital, went there, was examined and then
discharged. I think it a disgrace that any de-
partment could act in such a manner towards
any woman in this State. That is the rea-
son I wanted to say what I tried to say
this morning, my object being that 1the Min-
ister should place some provision in the
Health Act Amendment Bill that would pre-
vent a recurrence of such a happening.
That is all T wish to say on this subject.

This morning the Minister answered some
suestions that I asked him. T ecan assure
him that I know the answers were not of
his compilation, as they are extremely tech-
nical. However, they are not really answers
to my questions, The Minister will doubt-
less reeall than on the 27th August last he
supplied me with 4 list of venereal diseases.
T apologise for bringing up this subjeet,
but T am sure that until we cease treating
these diseases with a hush-hush policy, noth-
ing will be done to stamp them out in this
State. We have fo regard these diseases
not as e¢riminal diseases but simply as
diseases. When the Minister rose to reply,
T thought T would get an answer which counld
appear in “Hansard.”

The Minister for Health:
now by reading them out.

Mrs. CARDELIL-OLIVER: T erave vour
indulzenee, Mr. Chairman. Tn case T mis-

The private

Get them in
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quote any of the words, I shall give “Han-
sard” a eopy of the answer. These are all
the diseases or after-effects directly or in-
directly traceable to venereal diseases, ae-
cording fo the department:—

3YPHILIS— GONORRHOEA—
Primery syphills YUrethritls
Secondary syphllis
i i, .,
mgenlial sypl Pl
Skin rashes (various ¢ ) Orchitts

Adenitly {gland Inflammations) Arthritia

Ulcerations of the throat Endocarditis

Gummata {tumours whith may Bepticaemin
ocour In any orgon or tissiee) ‘Pyaemia

Avpaemia Cervicitls

Deafness i?l:domelttrtlgth

alpyng!

Eye Conditlons : Peritonitls
Iritis Ovaritls
Chorpiditls Tritls
Retlnitls Conjunctivitis
Optic pewrltis Adenftls
Keratltia Sterility

Jauadlce

Diseases of the heart and blood vessels
Tocomotor ataxla

{eneral ﬁnlyals of the insane

Hemipfe

Encephalitls

Cerebral haemorrhage

Aneurlam

Hepatitis

Nephritis

Orchitis

Adenitis

Charcol's jolnt

Abortion

The question 1 ssked the Minister, how-
ever, was whether he would enuwmerate the
diseases divectly traceable to V.. A great
many of the diseases that he mentions may
be traceable indirvectly to V.D., but I want to
know which of the diseases are directly
traceable to it. However, the Minister did
not state them.

My, Triat: Ask the Minister privately, and
he might tell vou,

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : T will ask the
question at some time or other, beeause I am
determined to get an answer. I also asked
the Minister, “Are medical praetitioners
obliged to report all eases diveetly traceahle
to V.D.¥" He replied, “Yes.”  That was
without giving the names or addresses. I
also asked—

(3) Arc chemists allowed to sell drugs for
the alleged cure of V.D. nnd ure they obliged
to report such sales with names and addresses
of the purchasers?

The answer was “No.” Then what are they

obliged to supply? Why should guacks be
permitted to say that thev ean cure this and
that disease when they eannot? Some ad-
vertise that thev ecan cure these diseases in
five days, but we know that is impossible.
There is no fruth whatever in the assertion
that these diseases are euwrable in the time
stated by the quacks. Weo are here to pro-
toet the publie and to prevent these people
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from selling drugs which they c¢laim can
effect a cure in five days. The next ques-
tion was—

(4) If no reports are obtained from medical

practitioners, by what means can the depart-
ment compute the percentage of those suffering
directly or indirectly from V.D.?
That brings me back to the point I raised
earlier in the session, that Dr, MacKenzie
had said that approximately G0 per cent. are
suffering or have at some time directly or
indirectly suffered from V.D. I say definitely
that no medieal officer, unless he includes in
his ealculations all those diseases directly or
indirectly caused by V.I., ean give a proper
statement of the percentage of people suffer-
ing directly or indivectly from that disease.
Something should be done to re-organise
the Medical Department in this State, to
ensure that school childven are properly
attended to, and that people who are suffer-
ing from incurable diseases should have pro-
vided for them hospitals or homes. We
should have doctors who treat people free
of ecost. There should be a doetor in every
suburb to give free treatment.

My, J. H. Smith: Why not nationalise the
whole service?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: No, hecause
there are people who do not believe in men
working under a nationalised system. But I
do think that the majority of the people of
this State are not in a finaneial position to
pay the amount they have to pay the medieal
profession, and I would like to see a doetor
in every suburb paid by the State to give
free advice.

MR. NORTH (Claremont): I am sorry
to hear that 60 per cent. of us are suffering
from some form of a very unpleasant dis-
ease; it makes me feel less inclined to offer
the suggestion I am about to put forward.
This is a new suggestion for this Chamber.
It has not had the approval of the member
for West Perth or of the National Party.
I must make that c¢lear or I shall be hauled
on the mat the next time the party meets.
Our local governing authorities at present
have power to organise water supplies,
sewerage services and so forth. I am
afraid this is rather a dull subject after
the spicy speech we have just heard, but I
am trying to get back to normality. As at-
tention has been given for so long to mat-
ters of water supply and sewerage, it
strikes me that the time might not be far
distant when we should decide to give
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power to local authorities to organise ser-
vices designed to ensure better nutrition.
I have here a book entitled “Start Planning
Britain Now,”" which contains amongst other
things the following:—

That green or agricultura]l belt i3 important
for another reauson, A first prineiple of all our
social planning must be nutrition. Everyone
must be guaranteed the food whieh is necessary
to maintain them in health. We must have
some form of nutritien service which will be
as rationally conceived as our sanitary service
and as commonplace as our water supply. In-
deed it will be ‘‘laid on.”’ It will be the duty
of the community to see that every individual
has a basie ration of the essential health—or
protective—~foods on, perhaps, the same prin.
ciple as the water-rate. If he does not want to
be well-fed he need not exercise his option
any more than lhe need turn the tap and take
a bath. But to each the food will be available.
We have the beginninga already in free or
cheap milk for school chtldren and for wmothers
and the lower-income groups. The mext step
is to extend it to dairy produce, eggs, fruit and
green vegetables, and if we have the proper
supply of these our appetites and our private
purse can take care of the rest. War restric-
tions may modify the items (egg shortage, for
instance) but rationing is bound to produce
the universal basie health-diet, maybe free, but
certainly under rigidly controlied prices within
the reach of all because otherwise the spiral
of free-play prices would deprive such a large
section of the health indispensable to the sue-
cegsful prosecution of the war that it would
be tantamount to a Nazi vietory.

Beyond the war in the soeial economy of our
planned Britain the nutrition service must be
embodied. Amnd the agricultural belt of town
planning is part of that piecture. For the pro-
tective foods are mainly fresh foods, the foods
our forefathers used to go out of the back door
to eollect and use immediately. Therefore the
towns must have their own back door—market
gardens, poultry farms, orchards, and, if pes-
sible dairies.

The idea behind this proposal appeals to

me. All previous ideas—such as Major
Douglas’s national dividend, Sir Wm.
Beveridge's soeial planning for Greaf

Britain, family endowment, and so on—are
all means of providing some form of im-
come for the lower-income groups, to en-
atle them to obtain things they cannot ob-
tain otherwise. As was pointed out by the
member for Subiaco on another oceasion,
the difficulty in paying out money to
families for esseniials is that, instead of
being used for the benefit of children, it
might he devoted to S.P. betting and other
diversions. So I think it would be an ex-
cellent idea if power were given to loeal
authorities to establish green belts near
their ecities or towns on which fruit and
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vegetables might be grown, and supplied
to the people needing them. Some of the
money at present used to provide family
allowances might be employed on this pro-
jeet to meet the rates required to be struek.
In this way the ohjection to providing as-
sistance for people by means of wmoney
grants, namely, that the women would put
it on their backs, or that it would be
used for some other purpose and the
children negleeted, wonld be removed.

The adoption of this plan would mean
providing something quite as essential as
water and sewerage. The idea would not
ke to interfere with the services at present
rendered by markets and shops, but to sup-
ply the minimum basie articles such as
certain vegetables and milk and frait to
thase requiring them. The money for this
purpose could be raised hy rating the
people in the distriet of the loeal governing
authority and diverting some of that which
i# at present dishursed in family allow-
ances. I snbmit this matter for the serions
conrideration of the Minister, hoping that
tha Government of the day will think it
worth while granting this power to local
anthorities to adopt the scheme if they
think fit. I would say it eould not he done
evervwhere, but I cannot see why a laeal
authority should mnot have the power. I
hoave looked through the various Aets but
that power is not there today, although
different sections (ogether come very near
to giving it. Tocal authorities are granted
permission to provide markets and econtrol
foeal reserves and do other things, which
might in the aggregate be construed to em-
power them to do what I am now asking.
It wonld, however, he better if the anthority
were agreed to by the Minister or this Cham-
ber sn that it conid be given specifically to
the loeal authorities concerned.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan): I regret that
I was not present when the Minister intro-
dueced this Vote.

The Minister for Health; You are not as
sorry as I am.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 appreciate the sym-
pathetic view expressed. I desire to sav a
few words on the evident and inereasing
difficulty faced by the Minister and his de-
partment in obtaining nurses and assistance
generallyv. For a long time T have felt the
need for and expressed my helief in the im-
portance of more intensive and greater
training for nurses. Fortunately we have
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not suffered trom invasion, but in such an
event the shortage of nurses would be most
severely felt. I Lknow that the Manpower
Oflice is doine zooed work in regard to train-
ing young women. 1 hope that the services
of a good percentape of these trainees arve
heing utilised tor hospital purposes, The
cgiue thing may be =aid in regard to domestie
help. The shortage which exists musk
amount almest to a nightmare to the Minis-
ter and the others responsible, because on
many occasions advertisements seiting out
the need by hospitals for nurses and other
assistants have appeared in “The West Aus-
tralian.” I am hopeful that that dilficulty
may bhe overcome, It is a very real one
and of first-rate importance.

The econsideration given by the depart-
ment to infant welfare centres is a matter
for eongratulation, and I hope it will be
continued and that the number of centres
will inerease. The work done in this con-
neetion is beyond appraisement hecause the
child cared for bhecomes a healthy adult.
The Commonwealth is better off because of
the fact that nowadavs greater cobsidera-
tion, eare and attention are paid to infant
life. Those concerned with this work—and
numhers of citizens, especially women, are
doing splendid work in an honorary capa-
city—deserve the hest thanks of the com-
munity. To Hon. Harry Gray, the Honor-
ary Minister, we are indebted. He has never
hesitated to do all within his power to de-
velop the infant welfare spirit. He has
helped in a practical way to make possible
the care of infant health in the different
districts of this State.

I understand that conditions at the Hos-
pital for the Insane at Claremont have now
improved and that the furniture is hetter.
T hope that what has been done is but a
forerunner of what will he achieved. We
have a heavy responsibility in regard to
those who are mentally sick, and whatever
it 15 possthle to do to help them should be
done. T was interested some Years ago in
the preparation of land and the planting of
fic trees at that hospital. The bhelief was
expressed by different members that con-
cideration shonld he given to the provision of
more fruit to the inmates, Tt was diffienlt
and costly to do what was required and
because of that T hronght forward a pro-
posal to plant trees. and later on was sur-
eagzful in havine ahout 10 acres planted
with fiz trees. Unfortunately. the trees were
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pever looked after. It scems to be the belief
that inmates of a hospital do not require
fruit; or that if they do they do not need
much, In place of looking after these fig
trees in the fine limestone soil rdjacent to
the hospital, which is admirable for the pur-
pose, they were neglected. In spite of the
neglect some of the trees grew, but many
commenced to die and today not many re-
main.  That is a sad reflection on the
interest shown in regard to the need of
fruit for the inmates.

I also suggested that consideration might
be given to the establishment of a dairy
farm in some other locality for this par-
ticular hospital, The land in its immediate
vieinity is not neavly so suitable for dairy-
ing as would be land more cavefully selected.
Many of the inmates would find pleasure
and prove helpful in earryving out work eon-
nected with the dairy. As a matter of faet,
this work is largely done by them now on
the hom= farm. The inmates are just as mnch
concerned as we are with doing work which
is of service. Consideration might be given
to the aspect of cstablishing a datry for this
institution in some suitable loeality where
the inmates could do what is required. A
greater quantity of milk and eream would
be beneficial and the Government has, south
of Fremantle and adjacent to some swamps,
some splendid land which would be excellent
for the production of grasses and clovers.
The Minister and his responsible officers
krow full well that it is a good proposition
and are aware that the desire of the Chief
Resident Medical Officer for many years has
been that steps should be taken in this direc-
tion. I am hopeful that serions considera-
tion will be given to the matter.

Vote put and passed,

Vote—Publio Health, £43,660—agrecd to.

Vote—Mental Hospitals and Inebriafes,
£185,550:

Fem,
£85,550.

Mr. J. HEGNEY : With reference to the
Ingpector General of Insane and Inebriates,
will the Minister explain the jump in the
provision from £939 to £1,201%

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
present Inspector Genera] was promoted
from the position of superintendent which
he formerly held, and the higher office car-
ried with it an increased salary together
with the basic wage allowance, grade increasc
and so on.

Salaries and Alowances, ete,

Hon. N. Keenan: At what salary does the
basic wage variation cease to apply?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not know. I understand that the Aet men-
tions a maximum of £699 but for some wn-
known reason—I do not know how it eame
ahout—everyone secures the benefit of the
basic wage variation if it is £5 or over in
any one year.

Hon. N. Keenan: Irrespective of the offi-
cer'’s salary?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.

The Minister for Works: They got an
assurance that if they did not eome under
the Induostrial Arbitration Aet they would
enjoy any advantages that tight acerue, and
this is one of them,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—~Chief Secretary, £81,931:

THE MINISTER TOR THE NORTH-
WEST [4.48]: The Chief Secretary’s De-
partment covers the administrative aetivi-
ties of the head oftice and sub-depariments
such as the prisons, registry, and friendly
socicties and the Observatory. As with
other departments, there has been a consid-
erable increase in the volume of work under-
taken and difficulty has been experienced on
aceount of shortage of staff. Various other
activities of a miscellancous nature are
under the control of the department, par-
ticularly those relating to the work of the
correspondence despateh section, the control
of the War Funds Regulation Aet and the
Strect Collections Regulation Aect. Legis-
lation to cnsure the exercise of proper super-
vision over war patriotie funds has been in
operation for three years. The Street Col-
lections Regulation Act has for its object
the regulation and controt of patriotic or
charitable street eollections within the met-
ropolitan traftic areas. TUnder this heading
much work has been undertaken. The cor-
respondence despatch braneh has been in
existence for 28 years and, dne to various
factors, including those assoeiated with the
war, its operations have been greatly ex-
tended during the year.

Dealing with {he Department of the
Registrar General, members are aware that
he administers the Registration of Births,
Deaths and Marriages Acts and the relevant
portions of the Adoption of Children,
Legitimation and Cremation Aets, and is
responsible for the efficient handling and
safe emstody of the State’s permanent re-
eords jn that particolar sphere, That en-
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lails the supervision of the work of district
registrars and assistant distriet registrars in
the various registry distriets, and covers
soch matters as registrations, corrections of
entries, searches and the issue of registry
documents. Under the system that was in-
augurated last year of verifying the regis-
trations of births and marriages of soldiers
and Air Forece personnel and their depend-
ants, a considerably increased volume of
searching throngh the records was done by
an augmented staff of temporary officers.
With the introduction of child endowment
and later of widow's pensions, the reg-
istry branch has been called upon to
notify the Department of Social Services,
as the events ocenr, of the deaths of
children nnder 16 ages, and of endowees
and pensioners and the births of children
after the first ehild. In addition, verifica-
tions are required of the birihs of children
for whom claims were originally made, and
of the deaths of widows and the deaths
of husbands. This work has entailed much
extra labour on the part of those asso-
ciated with the department.

Further new work has been undertaken
for the Commonwealth Government with
regard to identity cards, and fo ration
hooks of deceased persons and of hrides.
This was entailed by the introdnction of a
check system for the Chief Electoral
Officer, the Department of Labour and
National Service and the Deputy Director
of Rationing. With the entry of Japan
into the war steps had to be taken early
this year to safeguard the permanent State
records of hirths, deaths and marriages, as
well as certain statistical records. Pre-
1896 State registers, together with all but
very receni distriet registers of such wul-
nerable areas as Fremantle, Swan, Canning
and Geraidton, were sent to a distant in-
land centre, and post-1895 registers for the
Perth district and the North-West and
northern areas were microphotographed,
the films and indexes being housed in a
sirong-room where the other documents
were lodged for safe-keeping. That en-
tailed a great deal of extra work for the
officers. Then again the duties of the
olficials associated with the Statistical De-
partment have bheen greatly increased since
the inauguration of the war on account of
the necessity for statistical statements be-
ing prepared for State and Commonwealth
departments and others.

[ASSEMBLY.]

During recent months, in collaboration
with the Commonwealth Statistieian, special
work has been undertaken for both Com-
monwealth and State authorities in order
to meet urgent administrative needs for
war purposes, the more important items in-
cloding monthly returns ot stocks and pro-
duction of foodstuffs which were required
for the Australian Food Couneil; inguiries
regarding clothing manufacture and data
for rationing purposes required by the De-
partment of Supply and Development; and
the survey of the dairying industry, with
special reference to manpower require-
ments, which was undertaken for the
Australian Food Council, various Common-
wealth depariments and the manpower
anthorities. Furthermore during September
last, under the authority of the National
Seeurity Regulations, the first of a series
of emergeney inquiries was instituied in
eonnection with rural preduction and man-
power, The initial returns covered certain
mixed farms, primarily those on which
vegetables and fruits were grown. The
general procedure is designed to collect
through one authority the information
urgently required by various departments
directly concerned with the war effort, thus
eliminating multiplicity of returns and the
over-lapping of inquiry. Extra work has
lieen earried out by the research section
for various departments and others, par-
tienlarly with rveference to national ineome
and taxable capacity, State income-tax and
distribution and employment and popula-
tion trends.

The usual activities have been continued
by the Registrar of Friendly Societies and
his officers. With rezard to the Observa-
tory, the ofticial time service has been
maintained as in previous years in the in-
terests of the railways, postal and tele-
graph asuthorities, the Fremantle Harbour
Trust, the Weather Bureau and others re-
quiring that information and, with the ad-
dition of war work, these duties have been
considerably increased. At the request of
the American naval authorities facilities
regarding time signals have heen very will-
ingly provided for our Allies. Naturally
with the outbreak of war the public
has mnot heen allowed to visit the Ob-
servatory as in former vears. With re-
gard to the Prisons Department, as most
members know, the prisoners housed in the
Fremantle Gaol had to be evacuated teo
Barton’s Mill. Muech work was entailed in
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the procuring of a site with the necessary
facilities so as to meet the requirements of
such an institution. The prison is practie-
ally established now and the administrative
buildings, workshops and so on have been
stalled. All that took considerable time.
That work has practieally heen completed
and conditions for the prisoners have been
improved. Some of the prisoners ave en-
gaged in the supply of firewood and char-
coal, which is lhringing in some revenue.
This work keeps the prisoners occupied.
Most of the firewood and chareoal, of course,
has been supplied to public institutions, but
as time goes on we hope that extra supplies
can be obtained and that some quantities ecan
be made available for the public generalty.
Behind the scheme at Barton’s Mill is an
ideal to ereate a psychological effect in the
inmates, aiming at a percentage of ultimate
reform. The prisoners at Pardelup arve
engaged in mixed farming and steady pro-
gress is being made with development work.
Partieular attention is paid to the growing
of fruit and wool.

5

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Registry and Friendly Societies,
£17,345; Prisons, £30,240; Observatory,
£1,489—agreed to.

Vote—FEducation, £851,200:

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST ([4.57]: This is a very important
section of the Estimates, dealing as it does
with one of the largest spending depart-
ments. The item has not been matertally
altered as compared with the previous year.
This is only natural becanse, in times such
as the present, additional money is not avail-
able for the department, though it is one
of the most important of all. The Eduea-
tion Depaviment, in common with most see-
tions of the Government serviee, has ex-
perienced difficulties in respeet to staff. In
reply to a question last week, I pointed out
that over 500 male teachers had enlisted in
the serviees, which has entailed great hard-
ship in the department. Their places have
been taken by supply teachers, juniors, ete.
The cstunated expenditure for the eurrent
financial year iz £851.200. Of this, a sum
of £784,200 will he expended on the payment
of salaries for approximately 2,800 em-
ployees. The salaries item provides for an
inerease of £20,146, the bulk of which is due
to the rise in the basic wage. The item
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for incidentals is £67,000, which represents
a reduetion of £41 on the actual expenditure
for last year. This item covers expenditwre
on furniture, books and equipment of every
kind required by all schools, including tech-
nical schools, manual training, household
management, ete. It also ineludes an item
for driving allowances, travelling expenses,
rent, water supply for schools and firewood.
While the total shows a reduction on
the vote of last year, the department will he
able to make available all essential services
and provide for expansion in terhnicatl
classes.

During recent years the vote has included
& substantial amount for the replacement of
obsolete desks and equipment in schools, and
while the department realises the need for
much more to be done in this direction, we
feol we would not be justified in providing
any larger sum while the finaneial position
remains as it is. The number of schools now
open is 721, of whieh 22 are assisted. Gov-
ernment gchools are maintained where there
is an average attendanee of eight pupils,
while those assisted eater for smaller dis-
triets where there are only five pupils. The
correspondence classes continue to do excel-
lent work. There are approximately 2,500
pupils out of reach of schools and they are
eatered for by these classzes.

An innovation last year was the appoint-
ment of a earveers research officer. It is

, hoped that the work in this braneh will pro-

vide valuable aid to parents in regard to
vocational training and guidance and
strengthen the contacts between the school
and employers. These Estimates do not pro-
vide for the building of new schools or for
repairs to buildings or playgrounds. Those
items eome under the Public Works Depart-
ment. This is purely a spending depart-
ment which receives little or no revenue.
Everything possible is heing done to keep
our education system up to the high standard
of the past.

[Mr, Withers resumed the Chair.]

On motion by the Deputy Premier, fur-
ther diseussion of the vote was postponed.

Vote—Police, £297,213:

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST [5.3]: This is another department
whieh is not under my control. The activi-
ties and duties of the Police Department,
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perhaps more so than other departments,
have inereased considerably owing to the
bostilities in whiclk the uation is engaged.
A considerable amount of work arising ont
of the war has hwen undertaken on behalf
of the Commonwealth Government, prin-
cipally in connection with aliens and snb-
vetsive activities. In regard to officers en-
eaged in the Special Bureaun, arrangements
are being made to transfer them to the Com-
nonwealth Sceurity Serviee for the duration
of the war, and when the transfer has heen
completed the department will bhe relieved
of the payment of their salavies. There

are several places where guards arve
lieing  maintained by the department.
That involves a sum of approximately

£14,000 vearly, which this State has to earry.
During the past 12 months several police
districts have been closed—Youanmi and
Peak Hill, for example. The elosing of
{hose stations has relieved the police offi-
cers who were there, and thev have becn
placed in other outlving stations which have
grown eonsiderably. I may mention Gerald-
ton as onc place where additional police
have had to he stationed. The Police De-
partment requires many more men oh its
staff to do the work expected of it.

During the yvear the women police have
rendered excellent service. They have paid
visits to larger country towns, sueh as
Albany, Geraldton and Bunbury., Arrange-
ments for women constables te be on per-
manent duty at one or two outlving centres
Liave heen completed. No recruits have been
enlisted during the vear, as the Police De-
partment recognises that the Army has first
call on voung men. However, to provide
staff for extra work cast on the department
thirty-nine special constables were enrolled
during the vear., Apart from the speeial
work done by the department there have been
the usnal aetivities T may mention super-
vision of the Livensing Aet. There are 870
licenses operating in the State—a decrease
of 30 as compared with last year. The prin-
cipal lieenses operating are 382 publicans’
general, 115 gallon, 62 wayside house, 52
Australian wine, 90 billiard table, and 71
club certificates. All these have to he super-
vised, There is also the Weights and
Measures Act. During the year 16,242 ap-
pliances were submitted for verification, and
of these 2,172 were rejected; 116 traders’
premises were visited, and 2,673 packages
examined, 117 being found incorrect.

* who lose it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR. MARSHALL ({Murchison): I desire
to refer to only two matters. A feeling of
unrest—if it is to be ealled that; to find a
word deseribing the position exaetly is dif-
ficult—is abroad. The Police Department
makes every endeavonr to enforce the traffic
laws and to cateh culprits, get them to the
Police Court and prosecute them.  That
applies to minor charges. The task of the
police is a highly diffieult one. They have
not the staff mecessary to police the metro-
politan area. Later comes a greater griev-
ance. The poliec have been successful in
connection with fatal aceidents eaused by
glaring breaches of the traffic regulations.
At the coronial inquiries the police were able
to induee the coroners to commit the accused
persons to stand trial for murder or man-
slanghter. But then the Crown Law De-
partment comes into the picture, and enters
nolle-prosequi’s.  Buch results are highly
diseouraging fo the police, especinlly as the
aecused persons were charged with taking
the lives of various persons. In two or three
of the eases the breaking of the law was
most flagrant, In one instance the fellow
was transferred from this State, being a
member of the Air Foree. T trust there will
be no nolle prosequi entered in future cases
of the kind. I know that the police are
severely handicapped, and that they do their
work under difficult circumstanees.

This Committee needs to remember that
human life is valuable, at all events to those
In the case of a fatal aceident
not involving one near or dear to us, we
are inclined to think that it does not matter
very much; but the person killed leaves ve-
lations to moura his loss, If a fatal acei-
dent is due to positive carelessness on the
part of the person acensed and he escapes
retribution, that is not justice. The Minis-
ter for Police would do well to take these
matters up. The Government ought to sup-
ply the police with more up-to-date vehicles,
and a greater number of them. There are
more critical aceidents happening now than
oceurred in the days when the traffie was
much greater but moved in more favourable
circumstances.

Hon. N. Keenan: There was the black-out.

Mr. MARSHALL: T admit that. How-
ever, we all know how the black-out regu-
lations were abused. Some vehicles drove in
absolute darkness, possibly hecause it suited
the occupants to escape observation. Other
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maotorists went to the opposite extreme in
resard to lighting.

The other matter I wish to mention is the
proseention of persons conducting S.P.
shops, I know the police are quite within
the law and doing the right thing so far
a~ the law goes in the prosecution of people
who keep eommon gaming-houses. I want
the Minister, if he ean, to inform the Com-
mittee why it is that there is no interference
with individuals who break the selfsame law
hut operate on racecourses, proprictary and
otherwise. Why this diserimination? The
law does not give any person the right to
rin a common gaming-house.

Mr. J. Hegney: Does the law apply to
every person who bets on horse:-racing?

Mr, MARSHALL: I suppose so. Bet-
ling does not give me a thrill. However,
T wish to point ont that lopsided adminis-
tration of the law does not tend towards
general satisfaction. If zll offenders were
treated the same, the position would be quite
different. I may compliment the South Ans-
tralian police on having gone to the raee-
courses and arrested bettors when Soulh
Australia had enacted total prohibition of
betting. A policeman was hunting them
round the course, taking their names and
charging them with betting. They were
punished in the same way as any other
offender is punished, and that is quite right.
The public would be more sympathetic to the
closing of the S.P., shops if betting were
also stopped on racccourses, or if people
hetting on racecourses were proseeuted.
People say, “Why, I have only to pay to
£0 on a racecourse in order to break the
law with impunity; but if T go to a shop
where betting takes place I am liable to be
arrested and charged.” That is neither fair,
Just nor consistent. I should be glad if the
Minister would let us know later why it is
that prosecutions for betting on racecourses
are, by comparison, so few. As far as I
knoow, only one lot of people was prose-
cuted for betting on a raceeourse, and in
that case the prosecutor was a private in-
dividual.

Mr. J. Hegney: I bave myself seen the
palice bet on racecourses.

Mr. MARSHALL: I could not say, I
do not go to raceconrses, becanse I have no
interest in horse-racing. However, I have
no objection to those who like their little
flutter putting 2s. on a horge if they wish
to do so, hut I take strong excepiion to

preferential treatment. A person going to
a shop to bet is prosecuted, while & person
betting on a racceourse is not. If the Min-
ister ean supply the information for which
I am asking, I shall he very thankful.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco): I
am sorry I was not in the Chamber when
the Minister introduced these Estimates. X
do not know whether women police are
being paid or not; but wher I last made
inquiries I was told they were not. As I
ecame into the Chamber, I helieve I heard
the Minister say that the women police
were very satisfactory. They are working
exceedingly hard. First they devoied a
few weeks or months to {raining in orden
to pass a preliminary examination. When
they took on the duties, they were not pro-
vided with a uniform. Their footwear is
dear and they haveto survender eoupons for
it as well, They are not even provided with
{ea. All they are provided with, as far as
I can learn, is a pass to travel on trams or
frains. To me it seems very unfair that
the women  police should «tart duty at
4.30 and work on till 9.30 withont reeviving
any payment whatever. I am open to cor-
rection on that point, beeause it is a week
or two since I ohtained the information.
The work of these women would he even
more satisfactory if their hours were
longer or if they were permitted to start a
little later. They are preparved to work

longer hours, provided they start later,
T still think they should reecive some
remuneration for their -work. T ean-

not let the subject of S.T°. hetting pass
without sayinz something about it. I do
not quite agree with the member for Mur-
chison when he makes a comparison bheq
tween betting in 8.P. shops and betting on
racecourses. The B.P, shops aié open all
day and are carrying on in defiance of the
law. They are open all day and every day.

Mr. Marshall: So are the raceecourses.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Not every
t.ay

Mr. J. Hegney: And not in "deflance -of
the law,

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: No. There
are totalisators on the racecourse and het-
ting on them is legal.

Myr. Thorn: The racceourses pay the
Government a tax on each ticket.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLTVER: I visited some
30 S.P. shops one afternoon. Notwithstand-
ing that the Prime Minister had asked that
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the shops be closed, because of the Aus-
terity Campaign, only one or two of them
had eclosed. If I had had the time, I could
have visited 60 shops; it took me from
2 o'elock to 5 o'cloek to visit 30.

Mr. Thorn: According to tonight’s paper,
the Prime Minister has stated that he in-
tends to deal with S.P. betting throughout
the Commonwealth.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: 1 am sorry
that the Commonwealth has decided to deal
with a matter which is primarily and ab-
solutely a State matter. The other day I
received a letter with some information en-
closed. The letter was handed to me by the
person to whom it was sent. It said that
if the reeipient paid 5s. per week he could
get 50 many “releases” for sure bets.

Mr. Warner: Tips!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Yes. The
writer of the letter stated how many sure
tips he had given in the past and how
many he would give in the future. At the
bottom of the letter was a note to the effect
that, notwithstanding the decoding of tele-
grams, he ecould assure the recipient that
he would receive the information immediately
the horse won.

My, J. H. Smith: Have vou the letter
with you?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: 1 gave the
letter to another race-goer, as I did not like
to send the ds. myself. He is doing it for
me. I did that with the object of finding
out how this man transacted his business.
Members may know him; his name is Dun-
can. I am referring to the man who sent
the letter. This happened only a fow days
ago and I understand similar letters are
being sent to various people. The recipients
are supposed to swear an oath that they will
not divulge the names of the winners to be
supplied. That is going on in defiance of
the law. It seems to me we are not very
vigilant in this State, beeause if I could
zet hold of a letter like that the Commis-
sioner of Police must know all ahout it.
Some people might invest a considerable
sum; in faet, they must do so or this man
wonld not be able to send out these com-
munieations.

The Minister for Mines: There is a mog
born every minute, otherwise snch people
could not live.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: We are here
to protect the mug and are not doing so. 1
received a letter a litt'e while age from a
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woman in South Perth, telling me that the
proprietor of the S.P. shop to which she
usually went to bet had told her she must
not come to the shop, because a policeman
had called and said he would only permit
the shop to remain open if women were not
allowed on the premises. Therefore, she
was unable to het, although she had been a
regular customer. I wrote to the Commis-
sioner on the matter. He acknowledged re-
ceipt of my letter and said he would send
someone (o inquire into the matter. I re-
ceived the following letter from the woman
today :—

I am in receipt of your letter of the) 22nd
November, also the official Police acknowledg-
ment, for which I thank youn. I have received
a vigit from the chief of the S.P. raiding con-
stables, who denies all knowledge of the order
relative to women on betting premises. He still
had further investigations to make.

She said that what she had stated in her
previous letter was true.

The Minister for the North-West: The
S.P. man told her that.
Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: She said

that she could not go to the shop because
the policeman had informed the proprietor
that women were not allowed on the pre-
mises. In Fremantle one can see written up
on some of the 8.P. shops “No women al-
lowed.” I do not believe in discrimination.
What is good enough for the man is good
enough for the woman.

Mr. Patrick: You say it is not good for
either.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: That is so,
but if the woman is prohibited the man
should he prohibited.

Mr. J. Hegney: Two wrongs do not make
a right.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Quite so, but
I object to any shop having written up in-
side it, “No women allowed here” These
men are engaged in an illegal profession, or
whatever it might be called, and I contend
that it is wrong to allow such a notice to be
displayed. The police must have seen it,
I could give the names of the shops. T have
knowledge of them beecause T go and look at
them to sce for myself. Unless this mnatter
is dealt with, I repeat that we shall drive the
people of this State into the hands of the
Commonwealth. We must see that these anti-
moral issurs are dealt with.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You would not say that
bets are immoral?
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Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: To have
S8.P. shops is wrong, and it is wrong
to see policemen pass such shops with
their eyes closed. Although the shops are
full they do not enter them. They do net
bother them, but go straight on. It is wrong
to allow that to continue, and for the Min-
ister to say that S.P. betting shops will
remain open until we do away with racing
altogether is absurd, I think he said that
we can not do away with the S.P. shops
unless we do away with racing. That is an
absurdity. It might as well be said that
we must do away with education becaunse
some children play truant, or that people
should not own furniture because theve are
burglars.

Mr. J. Hegney: Or cease taxing people
because they do not pay.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Yes, it is the
same thing. The Minister's reply was ab-
surd, and I would like him to give a much
more logical reason why the Government
allows S.P. shops to remain open. There
must he some valid answer. To say that it
is because the Government receives money
by way of fines would be a better answer,
but the one given by the Minister seems to
me to be ahsolutely illogical.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson): Had it not
been for the closing remarks of the member
for Snbiaco I would have said nothing.

Myr. Thorn: She ean get you on to your
feet any time! )

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am sorry my friend
from Toodyvay does not get on to his feet
more often, hecause pearls of wisdom always
fall from his lips. The member for Subinco
said that S.P. shops should be cut out al-
together, hat she would allow heiting on the
racecourse.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I did not say that.

My, J. H. SMITH: Yes, the hon. member
did.

Mrs. Cardell-QOdiver: On a point of order
Mr. Chairman! I am not going to allow re-
marks like that to pass. I have already made
a friend into a non-friend by allowing a re-
mark to go unchallenged at the moment, and
now I shall challenge remarks like that
always when they are not correct. T did
not say that I would like S.P. shops to be
closed while I would allow betting to con-
tinue at other places.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I accept the hon.
roember’s statement. It was more perhaps
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by suggestion that she conveyed that impres-
sion. That was the only reason why I spoke.

The Minister for Mines: Auto-sugges-
tion!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Perhaps it was auto-
suggestion, The member for Subiaco does
not mind the sheltered classes, the wealthy
people with leisure and all good things at
their disposal going to the racecourse and
having their bets. She said she had received
a letter from a friend. It must be a friend
or she would not have written to her.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I did not eall her a
friend; I have never seen her,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member
complained in this Chamber that one of her
friends was not allowed to go into an 8.P.
shop. She says that if a man is entitled to
go into such a place, & woman shounld he
allowed to go there also. Everybody knows
my views on this matter. I think 98 per
cent. of the members of this Chamber would
say that racecourses and betting and totali-
sators should not be abolished, What is the
difference between betting on the racecourse
and betting in an S.P. shop? Whichever way
the matter is looked at, the Government gets
revenue. My friend from Subiaco wonld
deny to people who are working six days
a week, and suffering all sorts of adverse
eonditions in the country areas, the right
to a little relaxation on a Saturday after-
noon. She would make eriminals of them,
She would close down all S,P. shops and
give them no avenue for relaxation, and yet
she would allow another section of the
people who live in a favoured arvea to go
Satorday after Saturday to the racecourse
and bet. There is no consistency in that
viewpaoint,

Let us tackle the problem properly. The
memher for Swan said to me only the other
day, “I regret the attitude I took when
licensing came in. We should have had the
whole thing legalised.” That is the view I
take, and that is the view everybody should
take. I see from tonight’s paper that the
Commonwealth @overnment is going to im-
pose more restrictions. It is going to close
the S.P. shops. Why does this subjeet have
to be harped on continvailly? I am reminded
of a leiter that appeared in “The Daily
News"” two or three days age, in which the
writer said that 80 per cent. of the people
wanted a drink and a little gamble.- He
said that if Mr. Rosze of the Temperance
Society wants a drink of milk let him have
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it. Why can lie not have it, amd why cannot
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver stay ut home and look
after her cat?

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: 1 have not got a cat.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know whether
the hon. member has a eat or not, but this
writer said, “Let her stay at home and play
with her eat.” I think it is a eertain form
of—I will not use the word “hypoerisy”
again—but T objeet to one section being
deprived of this opportunity and another
seetion living a sheltered life being allowed
te go out on Saturday afternoon and bet
with impunity on a racecourse. 1 object to
their being allowed to do that while Bill
Bowyung from outhack is not entitled to do
s0, and is regarded as a criminal if he does.

Vote put and passed,

Progress reported.

BILL—NATIONAL EMERGENCY
(3TOCKS OF GOODS).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 26th November.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [5.34]:
As members are aware, provision has been
made for emergency stocks of essential goods
in various parts of the State, The Minister
explained that these are largely the property
of wholesalers with whom arrangements are
made to establish the stocks. To enable them
to be established, the wholesalers have to get
financial accommodation, and this Bill is to
enable the State Treasurer to ensure that
those who establish stocks shall not sustain
any loss by reason of depreciation of those
stoeks, or on account of the interest they
have to pay to any banking institution from
which they have obtained financial assistance.
In partieular, the Bill provides for the
ratificntion by Parliament of an agree-
ment with the Commonwealth Bank under
which the State Treasury undertakes that
the State funds wil) make good to the bhauk
any loases it may sustain through accom-
modation granted to wholesalers in respect
of emergency food stoeks. This is a case
where the Government had, I think, to aef
in advance of Parliamentary approval. As
a rnle [ object to agreements being made un-
less subject to ratification by Parliament,
except in matters of minor importance. In
this instance, the Covernment was justified
in making the agreement in anticipation of
Parlinmentary approval. The measure is
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a necessary one and | support’ the second
reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a secornd time,

In Committee, elc,

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

BILL—EVIDENCE ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST [5.40] in moving the second reading
said: This Bill comprises amendments to
the provisions of the Evidence Aet. In
aelnal praectice it is necessary that these
amendments should be passed. - At the pre-
sent time if the proseention charges a eon-
vieted person with previous eonvietions, it
has to produce evidence to prove those
convictions where they have oceurred in
some other State or outlying district of
Western Australia. That evidenee had to
e by way of some one to identify the ac-
cused person. This amendment seeks to
substitute the presentation of finger prints
and an affidavit. It means that if a man
with a previous record in the Eastern
States was convieted in a Western Austra-
lian éourt, tnstead of having to produece
some person to give evidence, ihe produc-
tion of the aecused’s finger prints together
with an affidavit from the finger print
expert in the Eastern States would be ae-
cepted. . [

The second amendmeni allows the pre-
sentation of an affidavit of a responsible
bank official to take the place of personal
evidence. On oceasions a person is charged
with issuing a eheque on a bank in which
he has no aceount, and convicted. If some-
one presented a chenue in Western Aus-
tralia drawn on a bank in New South
Wales it has been necessary to hring ar
official from that hank in order to identify
the person, and prove that he had no ac-
count in the particular hranch on which he
drew the cheqne. To overcome this state
of affairs, it is proposed to amend the Act
50 that the courts may aceept an affidavit
from the responsible bank official in the
Eastern States. This will save expense
and make for the greater convenience of
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the eourt. The third amendment is a slight
one and seeks to substitute the word ‘‘pro-
duction” in lien of the word “proclama-
tion.”” That is merely a typographieal
error in the Evidence Aet. It has been
there since the Act was passed. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Willmott, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 543 p.m.

Legislative Council.
Tuesday, 8th December, 1942.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 11
a.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—EGGS.
As to Price.

Hon., C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: In view of the fact that the eggz
producers of this State are not allowed the
same price for eggs on the local market as
producers of other States, for example, New
South Wales, what steps has the responsible
Minister taken to place this State’s egg pro-
ducers on a same value hasis?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: A
policy of requesting the same priee for agri-
cultural produce as in the Eastern States
may be a dangerous one. The Deputy Price
Fixing Commissioner has received the advice
of an orgamsation representing the poultry
industry. Steps have been taken by the De-
partment of Agriculture to submit a case to
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the Price Fixing Commissioner and also to
ensure that poultrymen receive the maximum
net returns from the sale of their produce.

EILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL)
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Assembly
amendment,

without

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1, Fire Brigades.
2, National Emergeney {Stocks of Goods).
3, Business Names.
Received from the Assembly.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Third Reading,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [11.13]: I
move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

The PRESIDENT: I have heen reminded
that this Bill calis for an absolute majority,
There mast be a division on the Bill

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. . . .. 19
Noes .. .. .. .. 0
Majority for . . 19
AvVES.
Hon, C. F. Baxter Hon. J. G. Hislop
Hon. L. B. Bolton Hon. W. H, Kltson
Hon, Slr Hal Colebatch Hro, W. J. Mann
Hon. J. Corpell Hon. G, W. Miles
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. H. Sgddon
Hen. F. E, Gibson Hon. A, Thomson
Hon. E. H. Gray Hoa. F, R. Welsh
Hon, E, H, H. Hall Hon. C. B. Williama
Hon. W. R. Hall Hoan. C, R. Corpish ’
Hon. V. Hamersley {Teller.)

NOEg—Nil.

The PRESIDENT: The question passes

in the affirmative by an abselute majority.
Bill read a third time and passed,

BILL—STATE (WESTERN AUS-
TRALJAN) ALUNITE INDUSTRY
PARTNERSHIP,

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—INCOME AND ENTERTAIN-
MENTS8 TAX (WAR TIME
SUSPENSION).

Report of Committee adopted.



